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Vice President, John Mahama says persistent

demands by Civil Society Groups (CSOs) and

other bodies have added new dimensions to

global policy making.

According to him, their actions had promoted

transparency and accountability within

governments in the world including Ghana.

Opening the 4th Global Social Watch Assembly

yesterday, which is under the theme: “People

First,” the Vice President said the involvement of

CSOs and other important organizations in policy-

making had supported poverty reduction in the

country.

“In the last 17 years, poverty has reduced from 51 percent in 1992 to 28.5 percent in 2005.

The number of people living with hunger has also reduced significantly,” Mr. Mahama noted.

On the effect of aid support from the World Bank and the Institute of Monetary Fund (IMF), the

Vice President noted that though it was necessary to help put the economy in a better shape

due to the global crisis, the government was extra careful with the prescriptions of the Bretton

Wood institutions.

“Over the last 10 months, the government has established stabilization programme to help

deal with the impact of the global crisis our economy. It is on course to realize its agenda.

“Government is committed to modernizing agriculture and also empowering the Livelihood

Empowerment Against Poverty (LEAP) programme to support the poor.

The welfare of the people is a basic responsibility of government that could lead to good

governance and accountability,” the Vice President emphasized.  

The 2009 Global Social Watch report revealed that the recent global financial crisis had

widened the gap between the rich and the poor.

The Vice President explained that government was committed to the enhancement of

commercial agriculture in order to encourage more people to farm, adding that more food

would reduce the food import bill of the country, which stands at $1 billion.

The assembly is attracting CSOs from over 60 countries to discuss the global recession that

had widened the gap between the poor and the rich.

Other discussions would include the looming effects of climate change on countries.

By Charles Nixon Yeboah
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The Vice President, Mr
John Mahama, has said
the government will not
submit to the dictates of
the IMF and the World
Bank at the expense of
the people’s welfare.

Instead, he said
government as engaging
the two multilateral
institutions with its eyes
“wide open”, by using
the opportunity to
stabilise the economy while ensuring that investments
in poverty eradication programmes achieved its
intended purposes.

Owing to the impact of the world food and financial
crisis, the government initiated a stabilization
programme with financial support from the Bretton
Wood institutions but this has raised lively discussions
about the implications of their policies on the country.
Opening the fourth General Assembly of Social Watch,
an international NGO network in Accra yesterday, Mr
Mahama gave the assurance that “government will not
shirk its social contact with the people by sacrificing
their welfare on the altar of fiscal and monetary
expediency.”

The three day assembly, on the theme, ‘People first:
Social watch’s response to the global crises,’ has
brought together over 100 delegates from 50 countries
across the world to examine the implications of the
systemic crisis on human, social and gender rights,
and alternative solutions to the crisis.

Vice-President Mahama pointed out that the welfare of
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the people was human rights issue in as much as the
basic needs of Ghanaians- good, shelter, health and
education – have implications for good governance
and democracy.

He stressed that the fall-out from the global crisis calls
for the need of each country to pay attention to its
particular circumstances and carry out policies that
best advance the interest of its people.
The Vice-President said even though there was great
optimism in some countries and circles that the worst
economic crisis to hit the world in 80 years was
bottoming out and that an upturn was on the horizon,
it would take some countries many years to recover
from the negative impact of the multiple crisis.

Mr Mahama noted that the effects of the crisis on the
poor and many women and children had been
profound, adding the proportion of the incomes of the
urban poor that went into food increase significantly.
He said: “The global crisis and the responses to it have
firmly place the issues of global economic governance
including the role for the IMF and the World Bank
firmly at the centre of the global policy agenda.”

“Small countries such as Ghana will use the processes
within the UN system to articulate its views on an
equal footing with other states,” he added.

Since its emergence into the global scene 14 years
ago, vice President Mahama said Social Watch,
through its network in more than 60 countries, had
demonstrated the importance of contributions civil
society could make generally to strengthening
Democratic Culture as well as internal policy making.
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Government Dealing With IMF, World Bank Cautiously

 Vice-President,  John Dramani Mahama, has given the assurance that the government

is cautious in its dealings with the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund

(IMF) to stabilise the economy.

He said the engagement with those institutions had been necessitated by the fact that

the government wanted access to much-needed funds to pursue programmes such as

the school feeding and the Livelihood Empowerment Against Poverty (LEAP) meant to

cushion the vulnerable in society.

Speaking at the fourth General Assembly of Social Watch, an international group of civil

society organisations championing poverty reduction initiatives, Mr Dramani said

although some people might not like the the government’s involvement with the Bretton

Woods multilateral organisations as a result of some of the socially-unfriendly policies of

those institutions, the relationship was to take advantage of some opportunities

available to the country.

The Vice-President admitted that the National Democratic Congress’s pledge of

delivering “a better Ghana” to the people had become much more daunting and onerous

as a result of the recent global economic meltdown.

He said the global economy had, since the last quarter of 2007, seen hiccups resulting

from food and energy price hikes and the subsequent credit crunch.

However, like all other countries in the throes of the world economic challenges, the

government had the duty of ensuring opportunities for its people.

“As a responsible government, we will not shirk our social pact with the people of

Ghana,” he promised. Mr Dramani challenged participants to highlight the price

fluctuation of products from developing countries on the world market, as women and

the most vulnerable in society were the people most often engaged in producing those

products.

Giving an example, he said the prices of shea nut, the production of which is mostly

engaged in by women and the poor, had slumped on the world market, meaning

livelihoods would be affected.

He also charged the General Assembly to highlight equitable trade issues for developing

countries to develop their competitive advantage in food production.

An official of the Social Watch Secretariat in Uruguay, Mr Roberto Bissio, said the

General Assembly was a time for all partners and stakeholders to be accountable in all

that they had engaged in and chart new paths for the future.

The Convener of Social Watch, Ghana, Dr Rose Mensah Kutin, emphasised the fact

that the only way for developing countries out of the current economic crisis was for

resources to be devoted to the development of the well-being of people.

She expressed the hope that the meeting would generate transformative and alternative

economic policies for the future.

The Chairperson for the function, Ms Dorcas Coker-Appiah, said all countries,

governments, civil society organisations, governmental and non-governmental agencies,

as well as actors in the international arena, had duties to perform in the current

economic challenges.
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For civil society organisations, she said, the challenge was for them to ensure that

governments, in all their efforts, “put people first”.

The Social Watch General Assembly meeting is being hosted in Ghana by the Third

World Network, Africa (TWN-A) and it is the first time that the highest decision-making

body of the group is meeting in the country.

The assembly will discuss current challenges in the global economy and institute plans

for its advocacy work for the next two years.
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Gov’t Cautious In Dealing with Economy

The Vice President, Mr. John Dramani Mahama, has given the assurance that the government is cautious in its
dealings with the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) to stabilize the economy.

He said the engagement with these institutions has been necessitated by the fact that the government wants
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access to much needed funds to pursue programmes such as the school feeding and the Livelihood Employment
Against Poverty (LEAP) meant to cushion the vulnerable in society.
Speaking at the fourth General Assembly of Social Watch, an international group of civil society organisations
championing poverty reduction initiatives,

Mr. Mahama said although some people might not like the government’s involvement with the Bretton Woods
multilateral organisations as a result of some of the socially unfriendly policies of those institutions, the
relationship is to take advantage of some opportunities available to the country.

The Vice-President admitted that the National Democratic Congress’s pledge of delivering “a better Ghana” to
the people has become much more daunting and onerous as a result of the recent global economic meltdown.

He said the global economy has, since the last quarter of 2007, seen hiccups resulting from food and energy
price hikes and the subsequent credit crunch.

However, like all other countries in the throes of the world economic challenges, the government has the duty of
ensuring opportunities for its people.
“As a responsible government, we will not shirk our social pact with the people of Ghana,” he promised.

Mr.  Mahama challenged participants to highlight the price fluctuation of products from developing countries
on the world market, as women and the most vulnerable in society are the people most often engaged in
producing those products.

An official of the Social Watch Secretariat in Uruguay, Mr. Roberto Bissio, said the General Assembly is a time
for all partners and stakeholders to be accountable in all that they have engaged in and chart new paths for the
future.

The Convener of Social Watch, Ghana, Dr. Rose Mensah Kutin, emphasised the fact that the only way for
developing countries out of the current economic crisis is for resources to be devoted to the development of the
well-being of people.

The Chairperson for the function, Ms. Dorcas Coker-Appiah, said all countries, governments, civil society
organizations, governmental and non-governmental agencies, as well as actors in the international arena, have
duties to perform in the current economic challenges.

The Social Watch General Assembly meeting is being hosted in Ghana by the Third World Network, Africa
(TWN-A) and it is the first time that the highest decision-making body of the group is meeting in the country.

The assembly will discuss current challenges in the global economy and institute plans for its advocacy work for
the next two years.

Source: Daily Graphic
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