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Social Watch General Assembly Accra 2009

Thematic Workshop on Climate Change
and the Global Financial Crisis


Climate Change is part of the multi dimensional global crisis challenging the whole world today. Although it is the result of human behavior, more fundamentally, it is another   expression of new production and consumption cultures and patterns rooted in the neo- liberal economic model. 

Climate change has emerged to take a central position within the global policy debates on global governance and development. It has multiple dimensions related to human security, women’s rights, food security, conflict, trade and economic policies, and social development.

Indeed, the climate change debate is at the center of major discussions on the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and the post 2015 development debate beyond the MDGs. 

Within this context, it is worth noting that the North is the highest contributor to the climate change; yet Southern countries have the lowest capacity to cope with it, and they are the ones most likely to suffer a disproportionate share of the burdens of climate change. Furthermore, there are linkages between sustainable development strategic Choices and the Climate Crisis. Development plans influence climate change as well as the vulnerability of societies to climate change impacts while climate change impacts could influence the rate and level of economic development itself. 

Therefore, Climate Change negotiations ought to take that into consideration and address the issue in the context of reforming the global system on the basis of promoting equitable and rights-based sustainable social, economic, and developmental alternatives.

Industrialized and Industrializing Countries: Common but Differentiated Responsibility

While the industrial nations may have historical responsibility for the current climate change, the global nature of the problem means that developing nations must have a say and co-manage in solving this problem. That is to confirm the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, particularly principle 7 concerning the common but differentiated responsibility between developed and developing countries.

This means that developed countries have the responsibility of limiting climate change through reduction in net greenhouse gas emissions while providing developing countries with the needed technological and financial assistance for adaptation and the implementation of mitigation measures.
“Global warming affects everyone and so its solution requires cross-border cooperation. There is a growing realization that to face the climate challenge one needs fundamental changes in basic values, consumption habits and a reconsideration of notions of state sovereignty.”(YALE Global).  How should Social Watch respond?

General Objective of the session:

1. Understand the impacts of climate change, the relationship between climate change and the global crisis, the relevant remedies and alternatives that exist.
2. With our workshop we want to take stock of the decisions and action programmes on climate change.
3. We will inform ourselves about the related activities of Social Watch at global and national levels. 

4. We will discuss goals, objectives and a strategy for Social Watch in this area for the years 2010 and 2011. 

5. And finally, we will draft a work plan and structure of a Thematic Task Team on Climate Change and the Financial Crisis of Social Watch. 

Programme Outline 

(we have three hours for the workshop)
	Duration
	Theme
	Methodology

	1 h
	Information
	

	30 min
	General overview of climate change crisis, United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change UNFCC, and People initiatives for climate justice

.
	Ziad Abdel Samad

	15 min
	Update on SW and Civil Society Initiatives on Climate Change Issues; Experiences from around the world

	Oral reports by all workshop participants

	30min
	Development and Climate Change Crisis; Challenges facing developmental goals, social and economic Rights including women’s rights, gender equality and Social Justice .

	Areli Sandoval 


	45 h
	Brainstorming
	

	
	Expectations of participants on the future role and strategy of Social Watch related to climate change and the financial crisis :

- What are our goals and objectives

- What is our key messages

- What are our target institutions (UN)

- What is the added value of our work (complementarity to other networks)

- How to link global and national advocacy
	Metaplan methodology
Iara Pietricovsky de Oliveira

	1 h
	Planning
	

	30 min
	Social Watch Advocacy Strategy on Climate Change and the Financial Crisis 2010-2011:

- key events

- key objectives

- key activities
	Moderated discussion
Areli Sandoval 



	30 min
	Work plan and working methods of a Social Watch Thematic Task Team on Climate Change and the Financial Crisis:

- composition/membership 

- Forms of communication (mailing list etc.)

- Activities (research, advocacy etc.)/meetings/output 2010-2011

- division of labour: SW representation in other networks 
	Moderated discussion
Ziad Abdel Samad
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