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Workshop on Human Rights Budget Analysis

Social Watch General Assembly – Accra, Ghana

Concept
Analysis of public budgets from a human rights perspective can be a key tool, to both better understand government policies and priorities and also to influence them, so that the full realization of human rights (especially economic, social and cultural rights) can be achieved.  Human rights budget analysis is based on the analysis of incomes and expenditures, which implies on the income side, developing a rights-based analysis of the structure of the taxation system, and on the expenditures side, studying the design and implementation of government policies through the funding of specific actions and programs.  Using budget analyses, is also possible to verify if governments are complying with their obligations under international treaties to insure the progressive realization of rights over time, and to insure access to the maximum quantity of resources possible to achieve the fulfilment of rights.  This workshop will be framed around the following questions: Considering the different realities of our countries, how can we influence the budget planning process?  Which instruments and/or indicators are available to base our analyses on?  How can we introduce human rights concepts into the analysis of national tax systems and the implementation of public policies and public expenditures? Finally, how is the quality of life of the population being impacted by the actions of the State, thus permitting access to rights?
Goals of the workshop
Introduce the conceptual and legal framework of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ESCR) and how that can be applied to the analysis of public budgets.  Present successful examples of experiences on a national level with human rights budget analysis, and detail how these analyses are being used as a tool to strengthen civil society campaigns and advocacy efforts.  Share ideas related to the forming of a more permanent space for discussion and action on human rights budget analysis, by creating a Social Watch thematic working group on this topic. Brainstorm possible activities to be undertaken by the working group, decide on the modalities of communications among the working group members, and elect the convener(s) of the working group.

Tentative agenda
1) Presentation of workshop participants and agenda
2) Presentation on the conceptual and legal framework of ESCR and how this can be applied to the analysis of public budget (Areli Sandoval, Equipo Pueblo, Mexico)
3) Presentation of national experiences of budget analysis from a human rights perspective:

· Brazil (Iara Pietricovsky, INESC)

· Kenya (Edward Oyugi and Phillip Thigo, SODNET)
· Philippines (Marivic Raquiza, Social Watch Philippines)

4) Coffee Break

5) Exchange of other national experiences and question and answer session (Workshop moderator)
6) Discussion on the creation of the SW working group on social indicators: possible activities, modalities of communication, other actors to involve in the working group, election of convener(s) (Workshop moderator)
