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ueva Ecija is the largest in size and second the province was below 22 years old. Nueva Ecija
N most populated of the six provinces that com  has an annual growth rate of 2.11 percent, lower than
prise the Central Luzon Region (Region Ill).  both the national and regional figures. In terms of
A landlocked province, it lies north of Manila and is  average household size, Nueva Ecija has an aver-
found in the eastern part of the central plains of Luzon.  age of 4.88 persons, and which also falls below the
Travel to the province from Manila can be done by national and regional averages of 5.0 and 4.91 per-
bus in around three hours. Classified as a first class ~ son, respectively.
province, Nueva Ecija is politically subdivided into five
cities, 27 municipalities and 849 barangays clustered Interms of ethnicity/language spoken, most (77 per-
into four congressional districts. cent or four out of five) were Tagalogs followed by
llocanos at 19 percent and the rest with less than 1 per-
Nueva Ecija has a total population of 1.66 mil-  cent each were Kapampangan, Kankanay and Bisaya.
lion persons, comprising 21 percent of the region’s
population and contributing 2.22 percent to the total Traditionally, agriculture has been the main in-
Philippine population of 76.5 million based on the  dustry of Nueva Ecija and because of this the prov-
2000 Census of Housing and Population. The 2000 ince has acquired a reputation as the “rice bowl” or
Census also revealed that half of the population in  “food basket” of the Philippines.

Demographic Profile

Total Labor
Population SR | A Population = Participati- Er ezt
Growth | Household 3 Rate
(Census [ S Density on Rate (Oct 2003)
2000) (Oct 2003)
Philippines 76,498,735 2.36 5.0 255 67.1% 89.9%
NCR 9,932,560 1.06 4.62 15,617 66.4% 83.8%
RIll Central Luzon | 8,030,945 3.2 4,91 441 64.2% 89.0%
Nueva Ecija 1,659,883 211 4.87 314

Source: NSO

Area. No. of Provinces, Cities, Municipalities, Barangays and Income Class

La(rll(criné)r €8 | provinces | Cities Municipalities | Barangays | Income Class
Philippines 300,000 79 115 1,499 41,969
RIII Central Luzon 18,231 7 1n 119 3,099
Nueva Ecija 5,284 5 27 849 1st Class

* Average Annual Income of First Class provinces in the last 3 years is P150 M or more
Source: NSCB, Philippine Standard Geographic Code as of September 2003
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Poverty Incidence

In 2000, poverty incidence of families for the entire
Central Luzon region was at 18.6 percent, only half
of the national average of 33.7 percent. While the
data denotes low poverty incidence for the region,
this is not so across provinces. A wide disparity ex-
ists as reflected in the gap in poverty incidence be-
tween Bulacan province with a low 9.8 percent com-
pared to Tarlac where nearly one third (30.6 percent)
of the families in the province are estimated to be
impoverished. Fortunately for Nueva Ecija, which
stood midway at 21.8 percent, the province is con-
sidered to be among those with low poverty incidence,
in fact it ranked 11" among the least poor provinces.

Over time, while the poverty situation has been
improving nationally, the same trend was seenin Cen-
tral Luzon region where poverty incidence of families
declined from 31.1 percentin 1991 to 18.6 percentin
2000. Even in the province of Nueva Ecija, in a span
of about ten years, poverty incidence of families was
reduced by fifty percent or one half, from 47.6 per-
centin 1991 down to 21.8 percent in 2000. If the prov-
ince can sustain this annual decrease in poverty in-
cidence, Nueva Ecija will most likely meet, even sur-
pass, the MDG target of reducing poverty incidence
by half in 2015. Nueva Ecija can even eradicate pov-
erty altogether by 2015.

Poverty Incidence, by Family

(Year 2000)

PHILIPPINES 33.7
Bataan 18.3
Bulacan 9.8
Nueva Ecija 21.8
Pampanga 15.0
Tarlac 30.6
Zambales 29.0

PIDS Website

Poverty graph
Poverty Incidence (Family)
1988 - 2000
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Access to Potable Water
and Sanitary Toilet

Access to potable water has been improving nation-
ally, while regionally, Central Luzon had already ex-
ceeded the target since 96 percent of its households
have safe water facilities since 1985. For Nueva
Ecija, access of families to potable water was already
almost universal at 99.1 percent since 1994. By 2000
access was at 99.9 percent. Given these trends, the
chance of meeting the 87 percent access goal by
2015 is very high.

Proportion of Families with Access to Potable Water

1988 1991 1994 1997 2000
PHILIPPINES | 71.9 | 73.91 | 77.4 | 76.88 | 78.5
NCR 90.1 | 87.82 | 85.1
Region Il 97.1 | 97.14 | 96.3
NUEVA 99.9
ECIIA 99.1 | 98.44
Proportion of Families
with Sanitary Toilet Facility, 2000
1988 1991 1994 1997 2000
PHILIPPINES | 69 71 | 749 | 7632 | 825
NCR 95.0 | 91.84 | 95.6
Region Il 81.1 | 8263 | 91.0
NUEVA 89.2
ECUA 76.8 | 88.45
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Under Five Mortality Rate

While nationally, the target of reducing under-five mor-
tality by two thirds will more likely be met, the same does
not hold true for the Central Luzon region as well as the
province of Nueva Ecija. Based on available data, un-
der-five mortality rate for the region was reduced from
60.94 per 1,000 live births in 1990 to only 52.63 in 1995.
For Nueva Ecija, under-five mortality rate was reduced
from 64.25 in 1990 to only 59.18 in 1995. The current
slow rate of progress at both regional (1.6 per year) and
provincial (one per year) levels cast doubts in meeting
the two-thirds reduction target in under-five mortality

Under 5 Mortality Rate

Current trends indicate that the Philippines will
not meet the MDG target of reducing maternal mor-
tality rate by three-fourths, particularly for Central
Luzon. Though this region ranks among those with
low poverty incidence, it has a high maternal mor-
tality rate at 170.7 per 100,000 live births in 1995
from 189.7 in 1990 and with slow rate of progress
(reduction of 3.7 per year). For the province of
Nueva Ecija, where maternal mortality rate was re-
duced from 211.3 per 100,000 live births in 1990
t0 198.62 in 1995; the rate of progress is slow (2.5
in a year) and will not meet the demands of the
MDG target.

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998
PHILIPPINES 79.64 66.79
NCR 62.22 57 53 48 43 38.53
Central Luzon 60.94 59 58 56 54 52.63
Nueva Ecija 64.25 59.18
Source: NSCB Technical Working Group on Maternal and Child Mortality.
Maternal Mortality Rate
1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995
PHILIPPINES 209 203 197 191 186 179.74
NCR 170.1 160 150 139 129 119.07
Central Luzon 189.66 186 182 178 175 170.73
Nueva Ecija 2113 198.62
Source: NSCB Technical Working Group on Maternal and Child Mortality.
Infant Mortality Rate
1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998
PHILIPPINES 56.69 55 54 52 50 48.93 36
NCR 45.81 43 40 38 35 32.22 415
Central Luzon 44.75 44 43 42 41 40.43 314
Nueva Ecija 47.19 44.38

Prevalence of malnutrition
among children

At the national level, available data shows decrease
in malnutrition from 34.5 percent in 1989 to 30.6 per-
centin 2001, although the trend has been erratic and
uneven. The Philippine official report on the MDG
noted that the probability is low for meeting the tar-
get of 50 percent reduction in malnutrition if not al-
ready off-track in meeting the nutrition target. At the
regional level, Central Luzon data seems steady at
25 percent prevalence of malnutrition from 1996 up
to 2001. At the provincial level, the incidence of mal-

nutrition in Nueva Ecija had improved from 34.4 per-
centin 1996 to 26.95 percent in 1998, moving below
the national average.

Prevalence of underweight children,
0-5 years old*

1989 1992 1993 1996 1998 2001
PINES | 345 | 34 | 209 | 308 | 32 | 308
NCR 23 | 265 | 203
T 53 | 267 | 259
Egﬁ;a 344 | 269

*using NCHS standards source: FNRI
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Education: Access and Survival

Since the 1990s, data has shown increasing enrol-
ment over the years, along with improving access
to primary education. Nationally, the school partici-
pation rate in the elementary level increased from
85.1 percent in 1991 to 97.02 percent in 200. This
leaves little doubt that the MDG target of universal
access to primary education can be reached by
2015. At the regional level, elementary participa-
tion rate of Central Luzon is a high 99.88 percent
for school year 1999-2000. At the provincial level,
Nueva Ecija was not far behind with elementary
participation rate at 94.07 percent for the same
school year.

Cohort Survival Rate, Elementary Level

While universal access to primary education as
shown by the participation rate is easily achievable,
the problem of how students could stay in school and
at least reach sixth grade if not complete elementary
level is another matter. In the past decade, survival
rate in primary school at the national level has re-
mained low and stagnant from 69.7 percent in 1990
to 67.21 percent in 2000. Fortunately for Central
Luzon, survival rate has been much higher than the
national average at 83.22 percent in 1990 and 79.51
percent in 2000. For Nueva Ecija, the survival rate
has always been higher than the national average
though lower than the regional rate; but at least not
more than 30 percent of the children in Nueva Ecija
fail to reach grade 6.

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001

Philippines 69.7 | 68.65 | 66.38 | 675 | 66.40 | 67.15 | 67.96 | 68.60 | 69.75 | 69.3 | 67.21 | 67.13

NCR 97.73 | 87.38 | 86.93 | 87.73 | 85.20 | 85.85 | 86.96 | 84.72 | 82.78 | 81.60 | 80.19 | 79.04

Central Luzon | 83.22 | 80.49 | 79.63 | 7745 | 77.72 | 76.87 | 79.45 | 80.77 | 81.33 | 82.15 | 79.51 | 79.15
Nueva Ecija | 77.80 72.10 76.90 79.10

HDI and QLI, alternative measures
of human achievements/development

Nueva Ecija has been among the better performing
provinces as indicated by various measures, be it pov-
erty, Human Development Index (HDI) and Quality of
Life Index (QLI). Since 1994, Nueva Ecija has belonged
to the top 20 provinces in terms of HDI. Although the
HDI level of the province is lower than the national
average since 1997. Interms of QLI, since 1991, Nueva
Ecija has also been with the top raters, even reaching
rank 9 in 1999. In addition, Nueva Ecija’s QLI has
always been much higher than the national level from
0.713 in 1991 to 0.803 in 1999. In terms of poverty
measure, in 2000, Nueva Ecija ranked 11" province
with the lowest poverty incidence of families.

In terms of the QLI components, Nueva Ecija had
shown notable improvements in two of three com-
ponents. Its nutrition index had increased from 0.77
in 1991 to 0.85 in 1999 while its safe reproduction
index had increased from 0.62 in 1991 to 0.89 in

1999 with only 11 percent of deliveries not attended
by any doctor, nurses or midwives. Although Nueva
Ecija’s cohort survival has been better than the na-
tional average, the province still has to attend to its
children’s need to reach and complete elementary
level of education.

Human Development Index

1994 1997 2000
PHILIPPINES 0.63 0.63 0.66
NCR 0.88 0.89 0.89
Cavite 0.72 0.72 0.73
Bulacan 0.63 0.70 0.76
Nueva Ecija 0.66 0.60 0.64
Quality of Life Index
QLI QLI QLI
1991 QU1 1994 1507 1999
Philippines 0.689
oL 0.671 0.659 0.687
Philippines 0.654
oLI2 0.614 0.613 0.652
Bulacan 0.836 0.830 0.866 0.820
Cavite 0.785 0.766 0.782 0.844
Nueva Ecija 0.713 0.749 0.731 0.803
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Under-Five Nutrition

1991 1994 1997 1999
Philippines 0.72 0.70 0.69 0.68
Nueva Ecija 0.74 0.82 0.66 0.73
Bulacan 0.83 0.84 0.84 0.78
Cavite 0.77 0.68 0.78 0.85
QLI Ecohort

1991 1994 1997 1999
Philippines 0.70 0.66 0.69 0.69
Bulacan 0.86 0.81 0.85 0.86
Cavite 0.84 0.83 0.88 0.87
Nueva Ecija 0.78 0.72 0.77 0.79

Births Attended
1991 1994 1997 1999
Philippines 0.59 0.61 0.68 0.70
Cavite 0.75 0.79 0.69 0.81
Bulacan 0.82 0.84 0.91 0.82
Nueva Ecija 0.62 0.71 0.77 0.89
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|| CAMARINES SUR

lated of the six provinces that comprise the mated at 72.1 percent of the total labor force of 15
Bicol region (Region V). It lies some 450 ki- years old and over. Employment rate as of April 2003
lometers southeast of Manila and is situated in the is 91.9 percent, indicating a low unemployment ratio
strategic center of the Bicol peninsula. Travel to the  of 8.1 percent. About half of the population depends
province from Manila can be done by air (45 min-  on agriculture as the main source of livelihood.
utes), by land (eight hours), by railway and by sea.
Camarines Sur, classified as a first class province, The Bicol region is the second poorest region in
is politically divided into two cities, 35 municipali- the country, next only to the Autonomous Region of
ties and 1,063 barangays clustered into four con-  Muslim Mindanao (ARMM). In 2000, poverty inci-
gressional districts. dence (by family) for the entire region was computed
at 55.4 percent while the poverty headcount ratio or
Total population stood at 1.55 million (as of May  the percentage of the population below the poverty
2000) and was growing at an annual rate of 1.72 per-  level stood at 61.9 percent.

Camarines Sur is the largest and most popu Labor participation rate, as of April 2003, is esti-

Demographic Profile

Total Population | Glowth | Houseno- | POPUEUON | paricipation Rate | Rate (Apr 2009)
Rate Id Size (Apr 2003)
Philippines 76,498,735 2.36 5.0 255 67.1% 87.8%
Bicol (Region V) 4,674,855 1.68 5.24 265 67.5% 90.4%
Camarines Sur 1,551,549 1.72 5.37 295 72.1% 91.9%

Area. No. of Provinces, Cities, Municipalities, Barangays and Income Class

Land Area(km2) | Province- Cities Mun:glspallt- Barangays IO GRS
s
Bicol (Region V) 18,1304 6 7 107 3,471
Camarines Sur 5,481.6 2 35 1,063 1st Class*

* Average Annual Income of First Class provinces in the last 3 years is P150 M or more
Source: NSCB

cent, which is significantly below the national aver- While not as poor as Mashate and Camarines
age of 2.36 percent. The relatively low growth rate  Norte, poverty remains widespread in the province
can be explained more by migration to Metro Manila  of Camarines Sur. Base on the latest income survey
and other urban centers rather than by low fertility ~ (FIES, 2000), Camarines Sur is the 25" poorest prov-
rate. In fact, the province has one of the highest av- ince in the Philippines with a 50 percent poverty inci-
erage household sizes at 5.37 compared to the na-  dence. That means that half of the families were living
tional average of 5.0. below the poverty threshold and, thus, considered poor.
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Poverty Incidence, by Family tional, although at the regional and provincial levels the
(Year 2000)

trend seems quite erratic. Indirectly, improved access

, to sanitary toilet helps prevent the spread of diseases.
Region V 55.4 . o
Albay 431 Proportion of Families
Camarines Norte 58.1 with Access to Potable Water
Camarines Sur 50.0 1985 1988 1991 1994 1997 2000
Catanduanes 479
Masbate 70.1 PHILIPPINES | 699 | 719 | 73.7 | 774 76.9 78.5
Sorsogon 50.0
Source: PIDS Website NCR 884 | 92 | 895 90.1 | 87.8 | 85.1
Pasaiip ks dnncy [Femiy] Region V 58.5 | 60.9 64 69.7 67 65.7
TS - ST
L
- Bezei Esgon CAMARINES | 635 | 64.7 | 68.9 | 81.2 73.2 82.6
i - SUR
a Camdrn B e e

Proportion of Families

: M with Sanitary Toilet Facility, 2000
s

."' —— = = + PHILIPPINES 68.8169.1|716| 749 | 77.2 | 825

. R — | NCR 88 188.5/89.2| 95 | 919 | 95.6
BT T Region V 59.2|56.6| 60.2| 62.8| 70.7 | 66.8
Source:Basic data on poverty statistics from the CAMARINES SUR | 84.2|739|795) 82.3| 854 | 819

National Statistics Coordinating Board

What is alarming is the fact that over time, the Under Five and Maternal Morta“ty Rate

poverty situation in Camarines and the entire Bicol ~While nationally, the target of reducing under-five mor-
Region remained basically the same. In contrast, pov-  tality by two thirds will more likely be met, the same does
erty incidence (by family) for the entire country de- not hold true for the Bicol region as well as the province
creased from 40.2 percent in 1988 to 33.7 percentin  of Camarines Sur. Based on available data, under-five
2000. Significant improvement in the poverty situa- - mortality rate for the region was reduced from 91.31 per
tion is also noted for the high-income provinces of 1,000 live births in 1990 to only 82.34 in 1995. For
Bulacan, Cavite and Laguna. Camarines Sur, under-five mortality rate was reduced
from 79.94 in 1990 to only 73.07 in 1995. The current
Given the poverty trend in the last ten years, rate of progress at both regional (one per year) and pro-
Camarines Sur will most likely not meet the MDG target  vincial (one in five years) level cast doubts in meeting
of reducing extreme poverty by half by the year 2015.  the two-thirds reduction target in under-five mortality.

Access to Potable Water Current trends indicate that the Philippines will not
and Sanitary Toilet meet the MDG target of reducing maternal mortality
rate (MMR) by three-fourths. Even for the Bicol region

Access to potable water has been improving nation- and the province of Camarines Sur whose maternal
ally, thus, the chance of meeting this target, given cur- - mortality rates are both lower than that of the national,
rent trends is high. However, the same trend is not the rate of progress is slow and could not meet the
observed for the Bicol region, with access decreasing demands of the MDG target. According to available
from 69.7 percentin 1994 down to 65.7 percentin 2000.  data, MMR for the Bicol region was reduced from 180
For Camarines Sur, despite the slight increase, it has  per 100,000 live births in 1990 to 165.5 in 1995. On an
to watch out for the backslide that happened in 1997.  annual basis, rate of progress is a reduction of 3 deaths
per year. However, to meet the MDG target, MMR

The proportion of families with sanitary toilet facil-  should be reduced by at least 5 deaths per year. For

ity has also been increasing over the years at the na-  the Province of Camarines Sur, MMR was reduced
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Under 5 Mortality Rate

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998
PHILIPPINES 79.64 77 74 72 69 66.79 40
NCR 62.22 57 53 48 43 38.53
Bicol 91.31 90 88 86 84 82.34
SurCamarines 79.94 73.07

Source: NSCB Technical Working Group on Maternal and Child Mortality.

Maternal Mortality Rate

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995
PHILIPPINES 209 203 197 191 186 179.74
NCR 170.1 160 150 139 129 119.07
Bicol 180 175 169 164 158 165.6
Camarines Sur 152.8 148.62

Source: NSCB Technical Working Group on Maternal and Child Mortality.

Infant Mortality Rate

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998
PHILIPPINES 56.69 55 54 52 50 48.93 36
NCR 4581 43 40 38 35 32.22 41.5
Bicol 63.69 63 62 60 59 58.28 23.6
Camarines Sur 57 55.72

Source: NSCB Technical Working Group on Maternal and Child Mortality.

from 152.8 per 100,000 live births in 1990 to 148.62 in  clined from 38.9 percent in 1996 to 32.7 percent in 1998.
1995. Annual rate of progress is a reduction of 1 death
per year, but to meet the MDG target, MMR should be  Education: Access and Survival

reduced by at least 4 deaths per year.
Since the 1990s, data has shown increasing enrolment

Prevalence of malnutrition over the years, along with improving access to primary
. education. Nationally, the school participation rate in the
among children elementary level increased from 85.1 percent in 1991 to
At the national level, available data shows decrease in ~ 97.02 percentin 2001, leaving little doubt that the country
malnutrition from 34.5 percent in 1989 to 30.6 percentin  can achieve MDG target of universal access to primary
2001, although the trend has been erratic and uneven. ~ education by 2015. At the regional level, elementary par-
Official reports on the MDG noted that the probability is ~ ticipation rate in Bicol region is a high 95.78 percent for
low for meeting the target of 50 percent reduction in mal- ~ school year 1999-2000. Atthe provincial level, Camarines
nutrition if not already off-track in meeting the nutrition tar- ~ Sur is not that far behind with elementary participation rate
get. At the regional level, data is higher than the national ~ at 91.33 percent for the same school year. Though both
average and has not change much from 37.6 percent in  data fall below the national average of 96.95 percent.
1996 to 37.8 percent in 2000. But at the provincial level,
the incidence of malnutrition in Camarines Sur had de- While universal access to primary education as
shown by the participation rate is easily achievable, the

” . ) . lly

Prevalence of underweight children,_0-5 yrs old problem of how students could remain in school and at
1989 1992 1993 1996 1998 2001 . .

least reach sixth grade if not complete elementary level

PHILIP- 306 | . . .
PINES 345 | 34 | 299 | 308 | 32 is another matter. In the past decade, survival rate in
NCR 23 | 265 | 203 | primary school has remained low. In some of the poor-
o est regions, survival rate had stagnated as in the case
icol 376 | 365 | 378 - : i

Region of the Bicol region (from 66.27 percent in 1991 to 69.05
Camarines 389 | 32.7 percent in 2001) and the province of Camarines Sur at
Sur

69.71 percent in 1990 to 71.25 percent in 1999.

*NCHS standards / Source: FNRI

PROVINCIAL REPORTS Pace 31



1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001
Philippines 69.7 | 68.65 | 66.38 67.5 66.40 | 67.15 | 67.96 | 68.60 | 69.75 | 69.3 67.21 | 67.13
NCR 97.73 | 87.38 | 86.93 | 87.73 | 85.20 | 85.85 | 86.96 | 84.72 | 82.78 | 81.60 | 80.19 | 79.04
Bicol Region 66.27 | 68.23 | 66.86 | 70.24 | 69.67 | 68.38 | 69.35 | 67.97 | 70.00 | 69.02 | 66.39 | 69.05
Sur Camarines 69.71 70.27 69.94 71.25
HDI and QLI, alternative measures Quality of Life Index
of human achievements/development oL oL o QL
1991 1994 1997
Since 1994, the HDI level of Camarines Sur has al- T
! ; Philippines 0.689
ways stood below the national average and much QUL 0671 | 0659 | 0687
farther below the HDI of top raters such as Cavite, F’h“(iQPLqizneS 0614 | 0613 | 0652 | 065
Bataan and Bulacan. Bulacan 0.836 0.830 0.866 0.820
. . Cavite 0.785 0.766 0.782 0.844
Camarines Sur did not rank among the bottom
20 provinces in terms of HDI but it still is within the gﬁrmafines 05 0628 | 0593 | 0583
vicinity of the bottom performers hovering at rank 56
in 2000, rank 52 in 1997 and rank 66 in 1991. In the Under-Five Nutrition
same manner, Camarines Sur’s QLI was always be-
. . Area 1991 1994 1997 1999
low the national QLI average since 1991. Actually for e ———— . o Y
Camarines Sur the HDI levels are consistent with QLI P : ' ' '
levels. Even for poverty incidence of families, there | camarines | 054 0.84 oe1 | 067
is a level of consistency, with Camarines Sur ranking Sur
as the 25" poorest province in the year 2000. Bulacan 083 | 084 | 084 | 078
Cavite 0.77 0.68 0.78 0.85
In terms of the QLI components, the nutrition in-  Elementary Cohort Survival Rate
dex has been improving from 0.54 in 1991 to 0.67 in
2000, while cohort survival has been stagnant at 0.70 Ph_ 991 9 9 9
since 1991 up to 1999. The third QLI component, L : ' '
. . Bulacan 0.86 0.81 0.85 0.86
though showing an upward trend from 0.26 in 1991 oo o84 083 088 087
t0 0.36 in 1999, has been pulling down the QLI aver- : : : :
age of the province with less than half of the deliver- gg,ma”"es 0.70 0.70 0.70 0.71
ies attended to by doctors, nurses and midwives.
Births Attended
Localizing QLI. At the ngal !Qvel, QLl mdyces P e B P e
were generated for three municipalities of Camarines  [oyiiosines | 0,50 061 0.68 0.70
Sur, namely Baao, Buhi, and Nabua. For the year [ cavite 075 079 069 081
2000, the QLlIs of these three municipalities ranked Bulacan 0.82 0.84 091 0.82
among the top 25 performers in QLI for 1999.
gamarines 0.26 0.34 0.47 0.36
ur
Human Development Index Municipal QLIs

1994 1997 2000 Province ;000
PHILIPPINES 0.63 0.63 0.66 /Municipality
NCR 0.88 0.89 0.89 Camarines Sur
Cavite 072 072 073 Baao 0.740 | 0.697 | 0.765 | 0.704 | 0.725
Bulacan 0.63 0.70 0.76 Buhi 0.702 | 0.718
Camarines Sur 0.58 0.57 0.60 Nabua 0.742 | 0.761 | 0.750 0.737
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|| GUIMARAS

he island province of Guimaras is the least
Tpopulated and smallest of the six provinces

that comprise the Western Visayas region
(Region VI). Guimaras is located between Panay
and Negros islands. Travel to the province from
Manila can be done by plane (55 minutes), boat, or
bus to lloilo City (the gateway to the island prov-
ince) then ferry to Guimaras for at least 10 minutes.
Classified as a fourth class province, Guimaras is
politically subdivided into five municipalities and 98
barangays clustered into one congressional district.
Guimaras, once a sub province of lloilo, was con-
verted into a province in 1992, making it the young-
est province of the region.

Demographic Profile

Labor participation rate, as of April 2003, is esti-
mated at 69.9 percent of the total labor force of 15
years old and over. Employment rate as of April 2003
is 86.4 percent, indicating a low unemployment ratio
of 14.6 percent.

In terms of ethnicity/language spoken, most (nine
out of ten) of the household population refer to them-
selves as llongo/Hiligaynon while the rest consider
themselves as either Karay-a/Kinaray-a, Kankanaeys,
Cebuano, Tagalog or some other ethnicity.

Western Visayas is among the poorer regions
in the country. In 2000, poverty incidence of fami-

Total Annual Average Eemulkifen Labor Force En&glt(é)(/;‘nernt
Population(Cens- Growth Household D%nsit Participation Rate 2003)p
us 2000) Rate Size Y (Apr 2003)
Philippines 76,498,735 2.36 5.0 255 67.1% 87.8%
NCR 9,932,560 1.06 4.62 15,617 63.8% 83%
R VI: Western 87.5%
Visayas 6,208,733 1.56 5.12 307 67.6%
Guimaras 141,450 2.43 5.14 234 69.9% 86.4%

Area. No. of Provinces, Cities, Municipalities, Barangays and Income Class

Land Area(km2) Provinces Cities Municipalities Barangays Income Class
Philippines 30,000,000 79 115 1,499 41,969
R VI - Western
Visayas 20,223.11 6 16 117 4,050
Guimaras 604.6) 0 5 98 4th Class

* Average Annual Income of First Class provinces in the last 3 years is P150 M or more

Source: NSCB

Guimaras has a total population of 141,450 per-
sons; almost double its size from thirty years ago,
according to the 2000 population census. It also reg-
istered an annual growth rate of 2.43 percent (1995
to 2000) slightly higher than the national average of
2.36. In terms of average household size, Guimaras
also has a slightly higher figure (5.1) than the na-
tional average of five persons.

lies for the entire region was at 43.1 percent, much
higher than the national average of 33.7 percent.

While not as poor as Negros Occidental and
Capiz where half of the families were living below the
poverty threshold, still, poverty remains widespread
in Guimaras. Nearly one third (32.7 percent) of the
families live below the poverty threshold in Guimaras.
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Over time, there has been a noted decrease in  Western Visayas and belongs to the bottom ten of
poverty incidence in the region, from 49.4 percentin  the 79 provinces in the country in terms of access to
1988 to 43.1 percent in 2000; a trend that ran paral- ~ safe drinking water. Without persistent efforts to re-
lel to the national average where poverty incidence  verse current trend of decreasing access to potable
for the entire country decreased from 40.2 percentin ~ water, it is unlikely that Guimaras will reach the MDG
1988 to 33.7 percent in 2000. Although, poverty inci-  target. Although nationally and regionally, the chance
dence in the region still remains higher than the na-  of meeting this target given current trends is high.
tional average.

In terms of access to sanitary toilets, Guimaras

In Guimaras, available data show that poverty fares better showing improvement over time, from
incidence decreased from 38.1 percent in 1997 to  58.38 percent in 1997 to 70.4 percent in 2000.

32.7 percent in 2000. If this trend continues, there'is  proportion of Families with Access to Potable Water
a ray of hope that Guimaras will be able to meet the
MDG target of reducing poverty incidence by half in
2015. Estimates using straight line method could | sy ppnes | 609 | 719 | 737 | 774 | 769 | 785
show that by 2009, Guimaras would have reduced
poverty incidence to 16.5 percent and by 2015, pov- | NCR 884 | 92 | 895 | 90.1 | 87.8 | 851
erty incidence would be just a mere 6 percent.

1985 1988 1991 1994 1997 2000

Region IV 476 | 544 54 62.4 | 65.6 | 68.3

Poverty Incidence, by Family

(Year 2000)
] Source: PIDS/NSCB
Aklan 380 Proportion of Families
Antique 123 with Sanitary Toilet Facility, 2000
lloilo 31.9 PHILIPPINES 68.8| 69 | 71 | 749 |76.32| 825
Guimaras 32.7 NCR 95 191.84| 95.6
Negros Occidental 50.1 Region VI 57.4|60.57| 70.5
Source: PIDS Website GUIMARAS 5838 70.4
Poverty Incidence (Family) Source: PIDS/NSCB
1988 - 2000 Under Five and Maternal Mortality Rate
-l ' While nationally, the target of reducing under-five
"4 —— PRRLIPPES mortality by two thirds will more likely be met, the
.l N «- Hutne Capte same does not hold true for the Western Visayas re-
g | Rgion . . .
P i gl Wi gion as well as Guimaras. Based on available data,
e g | | under-five mortality rate for the region was reduced
off ¥ only from 86 per 1,000 live births in 1990 to 77 in
S b = r=r 1995. For Guimaras, under-five mortality rate was
oo i Bl M e M7 reduced from 74 in 1990 to 68 in 1995.
Access to Potable Water Based on current trends, the Philippines will not
and Sanitary Toilet meet the MDG target of reducing maternal mortality

rate by three-fourths, particularly for Western Visayas.
Access to potable water has been improving nation- ~ This region belongs to the poorer regions and has
ally and in the Western Visayas region but not in  high maternal mortality rate at 184 per 100,000 live
Guimaras. In 2000, less than half (43.9 percent) of  births in 1995 from 202 in 1990. For Guimaras, ma-
families in Guimaras have access to potable water.  ternal mortality rate was reduced from 191 per
Guimaras is the lowest among the six provinces in 100,000 live births in 1990 to 178 in 1995.
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Under 5 Mortality Rate

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998
PHILIPPINES 79.64 77 74 72 69 66.79 40
NCR 62.22 57 53 48 43 38.53
Western
Visayas 86.24 84 83 81 79 77.36
Gulmoras lloilo 73.59 68.12

Maternal Mortality Rate

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995
PHILIPPINES 209 203 197 191 186 179.74
NCR 170.1 160 150 139 129 119.07
Western Visayas 202.42 199 195 191 188 184.18
Guimaras lloilo 191.23 177.82

Prevalence of underweight children, in 2001. Given this current trend, the Philippines

0-5 years old. NCHS standard will likely achieve the MDG target of universal ac-
’ cess to primary education by 2015. At the regional

Available data shows decrease in malnutrition since  level, elementary participation rate of Region 6,
1989. But, the trend has been erratic and uneven. At~ Western Visayas is a high 96.48 percent for school
the national level, the prevalence of underweight pre-  year 1999-2000. At the provincial level, Guimaras
school children, age 0-5 years old, decreased from is not far behind with elementary participation rate
34.5 percent in 1989 to 30.8 percent in 1996, thenin-  at 95.15 percent for the same school year. Both
creased to 32 percent in 1998 and decreased to 30.6  figures are not far from the national average of
percent in 2001. For the Western Visayas region, this  96.95 percent.
prevalence had increased from 36.3 percent in 1996
t0 39.6 percent in 1998 and decreased to 35.2 percent While universal access to primary education does
in 2001. Fortunately for the province of Guimaras, there  not seem to be much of a problem, the issue of how
was a downtrend from 38.8 percent in 1996 to 31.6  to retain children in school and ensure their comple-
percentin 2001. Unfortunately however, the prevalence  tion of the elementary level is a problem. Inthe 1990s,
of underweight children in the province has been con-  survival rate in primary school remained low. At the
sistently above national average. national level, survival rate to grade six even de-
creased, from 68.65 percent in 1991 to 67.13 per-
With three out of ten children underweight, malnu-  cent by 2001. In some of the poorer regions, survival
trition remains a threat to the child’s survival in Guimaras.  rate deteriorated as in the case of Western Visayas

Prevalence of underweight children (Region 6), from 65.03 percent in 1991 backsliding
0-5 years old, NCHS standard to 61.76 percent in 2001. The province of Guimaras
TR T Tl however has a different story with improving elemen-
PHILPPE | oo | o0 | 200 | 308 | 32 | 306 tary cohort survival rates from 68 percentin 1991 up
NES ' ' ' ' to 80 percent in 1999, surpassing even regional and
NCR 23 | 265 | 203 | national averages.
Western
Visayas 363 1396 | 32 Elementary Cohort Survival Rate
Guiimaras 388 | 38 | 316 Area 1991 1994 1997 1999 2001
P H Philippines 68.65 | 66.50 | 68.92 | 69.29 67.13
Elementary Partl_c:|pat|on e T v v p
and Cohort Survival Rate Cavite | 84 | 83 | 88 | 87
At the national level, elementary participation rate Wiiﬁ? 6503 | 63.73 | 646 | 6533 | 61.76
increased from 85.1 percentin 1991 to 97.02 percent | Guimaras 68 73 78 80
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Human Development Index (HDI)
and the Quality of Life (QLI):

Measuring achievements in basic dimensions
of human development. For Guimaras, HDI levels
had improved from 0.58 in 1994 to 0.62 in 2000,
though still below the national average of 0.66 in the
year 2000 and much less than the top raters like Cavite
and Bulacan. In terms of QLI, Guimaras had also reg-
istered improved levels from 0.617 in 1994 to 0.621 in
1999. The QLI levels were below the national aver-
age since 1994 and lag behind the top raters in QLI
such as Bulacan and Cavite with QLI of 0.820 and 0.844
in 1999, respectively.

Of the three components of QLI, both the elementary
cohort survival rate and the nutrition status of chil-
dren under-five showed notable improvements over
time. The nutrition level of children improved from 0.77
in 1991t0 0.85in 1999. Improvements in survival rate
had been shown earlier. However, in terms of the third
QLI component, which monitors safe reproduction,
access to professional health personnel remains
wanting with less than half of live births attended/de-
livered by doctors, nurses and midwives.

Human Development Index

1994 1997 2000
PHILIPPINES 0.63 0.63 0.66
NCR 0.88 0.89 0.89
Cavite 0.72 0.72 0.73
Bulacan 0.63 0.70 0.76
Guimaras 0.58 0.56 0.62
Elementary Cohort Survival Rate
1991 1994 1997 1999
Philippines 0.70 0.66 0.69 0.69
Bulacan 0.86 0.81 0.85 0.86
Cavite 0.84 0.83 0.88 0.87
Guimaras 0.68 0.73 0.78 0.80

QLI of Municipalities in Guimaras

Quality of Life Index

gy G usss S auiss
Phi”Qprlilnes 0671 | 0659 | o6s7 | 0689
Ph”(i?pLﬁiz”es 0614 | 0613 | 0652 | 065
Bulacan 0.836 0.830 0.866 0.820
Cavite 0.785 0.766 0.782 0.844
Guimaras 0.617 0.591 0.621
Under-Five Nutrition
1991 1994 1997 1999
Philippines 0.72 0.70 0.69 0.68
Guimaras 0.75 0.61 0.62
Bulacan 0.83 0.84 0.84 0.78
Cavite 0.77 0.68 0.78 0.85
Births Attended
1991 1994 1997 1999
Philippines 0.59 0.61 0.68 0.70
Cavite 0.75 0.79 0.69 0.81
Bulacan 0.82 0.84 0.91 0.82
Guimaras 0.36 0.38 0.44

Localizing QLI. At the local level, QLIs were gener-
ated for five municipalities in Guimaras. Of the five
towns, two of them, namely Buenavista and Jordan
have QLI levels above the provincial average of 0.636
in 2001. The remaining three are below the provincial
average, with Sibunag occupying the lowest with QLI
level of 0.536. The range of QLI data from 0.536 to
0.731 for the year 2001 indicates that progress is
largely uneven across regions, provinces and even
across municipalities.

Based on the available data, of the three QLI com-
ponents, the capacity for safe reproduction has been
lagging behind, especially for the municipalities of San
Lorenzo and Sibunag where only one-fourth of the
deliveries are attended by doctors, nurses and mid-
wives. On the other hand, the QLI of Buenavista com-
pares with that of the top 20 provinces.

2000 2001
Guimaras 0.663 0.431 0.818 0.637 0.684 0.419 0.806 0.636
Buenavista 0.670 0.609 0.939 0.739 0.690 0.620 0.883 0.731
Jordan 0.673 0.478 0.766 0.639 0.697 0.473 0.892 0.687
Nueva Valencia 0.639 0.365 0.793 0.599 0.665 0.308 0.770 0.581
San Lorenzo 0.661 0.219 0.819 0.566 0.683 0.204 0.792 0.560
Sibunag 0.675 0.258 0.775 0.569 0.684 0.256 0.668 0.536
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|| NEGROS ORIENTAL

most populated of the four provinces that com  pendents. Negros Oriental contributed 20 percent to
prise the Central Visayas Region (Region VII). the population of the region. The largest contributor,
Negros Oriental lies some 384 aerial miles south of  however, is Cebu with a 42 percent contribution.
Manila. Negros Oriental is said to be blessed with its
location below the typhoon belt. Travel to the prov- Poverty Incidence
ince from Manila can be done by air (60 minutes)
and by sea (36 hours). Negros Oriental, classified as  In 2000, poverty incidence of families for the entire
a first class province, is politically divided into five ~region of Central Visayas was at 38.8 percent, a
(component) cities, 20 municipalities and 557 few percentage points higher than the national av-
barangays clustered into three congressional districts ~erage of 33.7 percent. Of the four provinces in this

N egros Oriental is the largest though not the made up of 68 young dependents and eight old de-

Demographic Profile

f Annual Average ; Labor Force Employment
T?ézlnzgguzlggg)n Growth Household P%%‘;':itt'on Participation Rate | Rate (Oct 2003)
Rate Size Y (Oct 2003)
Philippines 76,498,735 2.36 5.0 255 67.1% 89.9%
NCR 9,932,560 1.06 4.62 15,617 66.4% 83.8%
R VII - Central
Visayas 5,701,064 2.79 5.03 381 65.2% 88.1%
Negros Oriental 1,130,088 2.03 4.97 208
Source: NSO
Area. No. of Provinces, Cities, Municipalities, Barangays and Income Class
Land Area(km2) | Province- Cities Mun:glspallt- Barangays e Clzss
s
Philippines 79 115 1,499 41,969
R VII - Central
Visayas 4 12 120 3,003
Negros Oriental 5,402 sqg. km 5 20 557 1st Class
* Average Annual Income of First Class provinces in the last 3 years is P150 M or more *Source: PIDS/NSCB

Total population stood at 1.13 million (as of May  region, only Cebu had a poverty incidence below
2000) and was growing at an annual rate of 2.11 per-  the national and regional average, the remaining
cent or an additional 65 persons per day, which is three had a poverty incidence of at least 41 per-
still below the national average of 2.36 percent. The cent with Bohol suffering most from poverty with
average household size is 4.97 persons, almost the incidence at 55.6 percent.
same as in 1995 (4.99 persons) and the national aver-
age of five persons. Based on the 2000 Census, half While not as poor as Bohol where more than
of the total population of the province was below 21  half of families live below the poverty threshold, pov-
years old and the dependency ratiois at 76. Thismeans  erty still remains widespread in Negros Oriental.
that for every 100 persons, aged 15 to 64 years, there  Based on the latest income survey (FIES 2000), in
were about 76 dependents. These dependents are  Negros Oriental 42.2 percent of families are poor.
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Over time, while the poverty situation has been
improving nationally, for the Central Visayas region,
poverty experienced a mild upsurge from a low 32.7

Proportion of Families
with Sanitary Toilet Facility, 2000

1985 1988 1991 1994 1997 2000

percent in 1994 to 38.8 percent in 2000. Negros Ori-  |PHILIPPINES 68.8|69.1 71.6| 749 | 77.2 | 825
ental seems to follow the regional path. Based on avail- ~ [NCR 88 |88.5/89.2| 950 | 91.9 | 956
able data, poverty incidence of family in the province ~ [Region VIl 636 62 | 64 | 645 683 | 72.9
could be heading for an upswing with 40.6 percentin ~ INEGROS ORIENTAL | 7.4 64 |672]685] 67.1 | 723

1994 up to 42.2 percent in 2000. The province has to
reverse the trend if it hopes to meet the MDG target of
reducing poverty incidence by half in 2015.

Under Five and Maternal Mortality Rate

While the Central Visayas region and the country as
a whole will most likely meet the target of reducing
under-five mortality by two thirds, the same does not
hold true for the province of Negros Oriental. Based

Poverty Incidence, by Family (Year 2000)

38.8

Region VII

Bohol 556 on available data, under-five mortality rate for the re-
cebu 321 gion was reduced from 79.06 per 1,000 live births in
g'iegrf’s Oriental ﬁ'i 1990 to 64.02 in 1995. For Negros Oriental, under-
AT : five mortality rate was reduced from 84.47 in 1990 to
Poverty Incidence (Family), 75.291in 1995. The current rate of progress at the pro-
1988 - 2000 vincial level (1.8 per year) casts doubts in meeting the

) two-thirds reduction target in under-five mortality.

o0 |—— e
i -— "‘:_'_... — In the same manner, the Philippines; the Central
] et Visayas region and the province of Negros Oriental
f: e o E will not likely meet the MDG target of reducing mater-
o £ = nal mortality rate by three-fourths. Central Visayas has
pinc o A - T v a high maternal mortality rate at 158.15 per 100,000
L B o S S e live births in 1995 from 183.87 in 1990. The region
1 Davanl ugyns —— FEES0E CREMTA.

needs to do much better than its current slow rate of
progress at 5 per year reduction. For the province of
Negros Oriental where maternal mortality rate was
reduced from 178.7 per 100,000 live births in 1990 to
only 162.62 in 1995; the rate of progress is too slow at
3 per year to meet the demands of the MDG target.

Access to Potable Water
and Sanitary Toilet

Access to potable water has been improving na-
tionally, regionally and for the province of Negros

Oriental. Given current trend the chances of meet- Maternal Mortality Rate

. . . . . 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995

ing this target seems high. The proportion of fami-

lies with sanitary toilet facility has also been in- e oNeS 209 | 203] 197) 191| 186 |179.74
. hy d {jff | Is f NCR 170.1 | 160 | 150 | 139 | 129 | 119.07

cregsmg over.t eyearsan at I_ere,nt evels, rom Central Visayas | 183.87| 179 | 174 | 168 | 163 | 158.15

national, regional and the provincial level. Indi- Negros Oriental| 178.7 16262

rectly, improved access to sanitary toilet helps pre-

vent the spread of diseases. Infant Mortality Rate

. - . 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1998
Proportion of Families with Access to Potable Water
PHILIPPINES 56.69| 55 | 54 | 52 | 50 [48.93| 36
2000
1985 1988 1991 1994 1997 NCR 4581| 43 | 40 | 38 | 35 |32.22|41.5
PHILIPPINES | 69.9 | 71.9 | 737 | 774 | 769 | 785 Contral Vi o510 54 | 52 | 50 | 20 4734 245
NCR 884 | 92 | 895 | 901 | 87.8 | 85.1 SIETEl ISEYEs | 5. : :
Region Vi 57 | 57.6| 624 | 663 | 638 | 71.9 Negros Oriental |59.77 54.19
NEGROS Source: NSCB Technical Working Group on Maternal and
ORENTAL | 38| 527 6351 627 | 66 | 685 | (cpig vortality.

SOCIAL WATCH MONITORING REPORT 2003 PacE 38



Prevalence of malnutrition
among children

At the national level, available data shows decrease
in malnutrition from 34.5 percent in 1989 to 30.6 per-
centin 2001, although the trend has been erratic and
uneven. The Philippine official report on the MDG
noted that the probability is low for meeting the target
of 50 percent reduction in malnutrition if not already
off-track in meeting the nutrition target. Data for the
Central Visayas region also reflects decline in mal-
nutrition from 32.2 percent in 1996 to 28.3 percent in
2001, moving below the national average. But at the
provincial level, the incidence of malnutrition in Negros
Oriental had been above the national average and
had even shown an increase in the prevalence of
underweight children from 30.3 percent in 1996 up to
36.1 percent in 1998.

Prevalence of underweight children,
0-5 years old, NCHS standard

2000. At the provincial level, Negros Oriental is not
far behind with elementary participation rate at 97.09
percent for the same school year. Both data indicate
that the province and the region performed better
compared to the national average of 96.95 percent.

While universal access to primary education as
shown by the participation rate is easily achievable,
the problem of how to retain students in school and
help them to at least reach sixth grade if not com-
plete elementary level is another matter, not to men-
tion quality and equity in access. In the past decade,
national survival rate in primary school has remained
low and stagnant from 69.7 percent in 1990 to 69.3
percent in 1999. For Central Visayas, data though
still generally low and almost the same nationally,
indicates improvement in survival rate from 65.19 per-
centin 1990 up to 68.90 percent in 1999. For Negros
Oriental however, cohort survival rate is way below
national average and with only half of children able
to reach grade 6. For a decade, the province had a
survival rate at 45.90 percent in 1990 to 51.86 per-

1989 1992 1993 1996 1998 2001 cent in 1999.
ZE%IPPI- 345 34 29.9 | 30.8 32 30.6
on s 265 | 20a HDland QLI a}lternatlve measures
Central 283 | Of human achievements/development
Visayas 322 | 338
Negros 303 | 36.1 i i
Oriental Since 1994, the HDI level of Negros Oriental has al-
Source: FNRI ways stood below the national average and much

Education: Access and Survival

Since the 1990s, data has shown increasing enrol-
ment over the years, along with improving access to
primary education. Nationally, the school participa-
tion rate in the elementary level increased from 85.1
percentin 1991 to 97.02 percentin 2001. This leaves
little doubt that the MDG target of universal access
to primary education by 2015 can be met. At the re-
gional level, elementary participation rate of Central
Visayas is a high 99.96 percent for school year 1999-

Education: Access and Survival

farther below the HDI of top raters such as Cavite,
Bataan and Bulacan. Worse, Negros Oriental has
always been ranked among the bottom 15 perform-
ers in terms of HDI. In the same manner, since 1991,
Negros Oriental's QLI was always less than the na-
tional QLI average and aligned with the poor rating
provinces. In Negros Oriental, HDI and QLI manifest
consistent trends. In both measures, Negros Orien-
tal is found among the poor raters or bottom per-
formers. But in terms of poverty incidence, Negros
Oriental is found among the middle ranking prov-
inces, particularly in year 2000.

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001
Philippines 69.7 | 68.65 | 66.38 | 67.5 | 66.40 | 67.15 | 67.96 | 68.60 | 69.75 | 69.3 | 67.21 | 67.13
NCR 97.73 | 87.38 | 86.93 | 87.73 | 85.20 | 85.85 | 86.96 | 84.72 | 82.78 | 81.60 | 80.19 | 79.04
Region 7 65.19 | 64.96 | 63.37 | 63.84 | 66.47 | 68.60 | 69.06 | 68.24 | 68.87 | 68.90 | 68.40 | 65.31
Negros Oriental | 45.90 49.89 48.37 51.86
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In terms of the QLI components, the nutrition in-  Under-Five Nutrition
dicator has been declining from 0.75 in 1991 to 0.64

. . . . 1991 1994 1997 1999
in 2000, meaning more children below five years old Philippines | 0.7 0.70 069 069
are becoming malnourished. A second QLI compo-

: - : Negros | 75 0.76 0.70 0.64
nent, the cohort survival rate, though increasing, has Oriental
been consistently low ranging from 0.46 in 1991 to Bulacan 0.83 0.84 0.84 0.78
0.521in 1999. The third QLI component, though show- Cavite 0.77 0.68 0.78 085

ing an upward trend from 0.39in 1991 to 0.55in 1999,
is still a cause for worry with less than half of the deliv-  Elementary Cohort Survival Rate
eries attended to by doctors, nurses and midwives.

1991 1994 1997 1999
Philippines 0.70 0.66 0.69 0.69
Human Development Index Bulacan 0.86 0.81 0.85 0.86
1994 1997 2000 Cavite 0.84 0.83 0.88 0.87
PHILIPPINES 0.63 0.63 0.66
Negros
NCR 088 089 089 e 0.46 0.50 0.48 0.52
Cavite 0.72 0.72 0.73
Bataan 0.73 0.73 0.75 .
Bulacan 063 0.70 0.76 Births Attended
Negros Criental 0.52 0.50 0.53 1991 1994 1997 1099
Philippines 0.59 0.61 0.68 0.70
Quiality of Life Index Cavite 0.75 0.79 0.69 0.81
oL oLl QLI1999 Bulacan 0.82 0.84 0.91 0.82
QLI 1994
1991 1997 Negros
F——— e 0.39 0.40 0.59 0.55
PP 0.671 0.659 0.687 0.689

QLI1
Philippines
QLI2

0.614 0.613 0.652 0.654

Bulacan 0.836 0.830 0.866 0.820

Cavite 0.785 0.766 0.782 0.844
Negros
Braral 0.53 0.551 0.59 0.57
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came out as the largest and most populated of

the three provinces that used to comprise Region
12, then called Central Mindanao. (By 2003, after
altering regional groupings, Region 12 became
SOCCSKSARGEN which consists of four provinces
and Cotabato City.) Cotabato is said to be once the
largest province in the Philippines until it was subdi-
vided several times into what is now known as the
provinces of South Cotabato, North Cotabato,
Maguindanao, Sarangani and Sultan Kudarat includ-
ing General Santos and Cotabato City.

| n the 2000 Census, North Cotabato (Cotabato)

North Cotabato lies some a little over a thousand
kilometers south of Manila and is said to be strategi-
cally located in the central part of Mindanao. Travel to
the province from Manila can be done by air via Gen-
eral Santos City (1 hour and 30 minutes) from where
buses service North Cotabato. Cotabato, classified as
afirst class province, is politically subdivided into one
component city, 17 municipalities and 543 barangays
and clustered into two congressional districts.

Demographic Profile

|| COTABATO

Total population of Cotabato stood at 958,643 per-
sons (as of May 2000) and was growing at an annual
rate of 2.29 percent and had generated an average
household size of 5.08 persons, slightly higher than
the national average of five persons. With nearly a
million people, Cotabato contributed some 1.25 per-
cent to the total Philippine population; although half of
the population in Cotabato was below 19 years old.

Labor participation rate is estimated at 73.2 per-
cent of the total labor force of 15 years old and over.
Employment rate as of October 2002 was 96.6 per-
cent, indicating a low unemployment ratio of 3.4 per-
cent. Majority of the population depends on agricul-
ture as the main source of livelihood.

Nearly 32 percent of the household population
in Cotabato refer to themselves as llonggo/Hiligaynon
while some 22.64 percent as Cebuanos and 17.75
percent as Maguindanao. The rest are divided among
different indigenous groups such as llocano, Karay-
a, Manobo/Ata Manobo and Boholano.

Employment
- Annual Average - Labor
T?éiLZﬂguzlggg)n Growth Household P%%lélsaitt'on Participation Rate (o?:tatzeogz)
Rate Size y (Oct 2002)

Philippines 76,498,735 2.36 5.0 255 66.2 89.8
NCR 9,932,560 1.06 4.62 15,617 64.4 83.3
Eif‘(g a'm%%”"a' 2,598,210 2.08 5.16 179 69.9 90.7
Cotabato

(North Cotabato) 958,643 2.29 5.08 146 73.2 Ja 96.6/a

/a including Kidapawan city; Source: NSO

Area. No. of Provinces, Cities, Municipalities, Barangays and Income Class

Land Area(km2) | Provinces Cities Municipalities Barangays Income Class
Philippines 79 115 1,499 41,969
R XII - Central
Mindanao 4 5 45 1,194
Cotabato 6,565.9 a/ 1 17 543 1st Class

_al includes Kidapawan City

* Average Annual Income of First Class provinces in the last 3 years is P150 M or more
Source: NSCB, Philippine Standard Geographic Code as of September 2002
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Poverty Incidence Poverty Incidence, by Family (Year 2000)

Central Mindanao is the third poorest region in the AR el
country. In 2000, poverty incidence of families for the | C0taPat City 350
entire region was at 51.1 percent, which is much higher | -an2° DelNorte o1
than the national average of 33.7 percent. Interms of | oo CIY 208

. North Cotabato 49.6
poverty headcount ratio or the percentage of the popu- -\~~~ - 570

lation below the poverty level stood at 58.1%

While not as poor as Sultan Kudarat where pov-  ACCESS to Potable Water
erty incidence of families was at 57 percent, poverty and Sanitary Toilet
still remains widespread in North Cotabato. In the

latest income survey (FIES 2000), North Cotabato  Access to potable water has been improving nation-
was recorded as the 27" poorest province in the Phil-  ally and even for the Central Mindanao Region as
ippines with nearly half of the families (49.6 percent)  well as the province of North Cotabato. The chance
living below the poverty threshold. In terms of pov-  of meeting this target given current trends seems high.
erty headcount ratio or the percentage of population
below the poverty, it stood at 57.9 percent. The proportion of families with sanitary toilet fa-
. . o cilities has also been increasing over the years at the
Over time, while the poverty situation has been national, regional and provincial levels. Indirectly,

improving nationally, the same cannot be said for  improved access to sanitary toilet helps prevent the
the Central Mindanao Region where poverty has  spread of disease.

been noted to increase and had always been higher _ N
than the national average. For most of the period, Pr_oportlon of Families
1985 to 2000, at least half of the families lived be-  With Access to Potable Water

low the poverty line. The worst period was during 1985 1988 1991 1994 1997 2000
1991 and 1994 when poverty incidence was re- |PHILIPPINES | 69.9 | 719 | 737 | 774 | 769 | 785
corded at 57 percent and 54.7 percent respectively, | NCR 884| 92 | 895 901 | 878 | 851
from 51 percent in 1985. RegionXll | 49 |49.7 | 729 | 77.1| 737 | 796

SOTABATO | 467506 | 588 | 635 | 707 | 775

In North Cotabato, available data show that pov-
erty incidence decreased from 56 percent in 1997 to Proportion of Families
49.6 percent in 2000. If the province can sustain this ;i Sanitary Toilet Facility, 2000

annual decrease in poverty incidence by 2.13 per-

cent, North Cotabato will most!lkely meet, eVen Sur- oyt iPpINES 68.8| 69.1] 71.6| 74.9| 77.2 | 825
pass, the MDG target of reducing poverty incidence [ ncr 88 |885/892| 950 91.9 | 956
by half in 2015. Region XII 51.9|53.8| 71.1| 71.1| 77.3 | 83.6

NORTH COTABATO| 45.8| 63.1|60.4| 67 | 746 | 86

Poverty Incidence (Family),

1988 - 2000 . .

i Under Five and Maternal Mortality Rate
al

- [ While nationally, the target of reducing under-five
b APy SIS b Hatpmaifami Rewe mortality by two-thirds will more likely be met, the
- e =Dt ot same does not hold true for the Central Mindanao
oy T | roAmHcoTAT region as well as the province of North Cotabato.
10 e T SRR Based on available data, under-five mortality rate for
1]

the region was reduced from 79.11 per 1,000 live
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births in 1990 to only 74 in 1995. For North Cotabato,  30.2 percent in 2001. This is well below the national
under-five mortality rate was reduced from 73.35in  average. But at the provincial level, the incidence of
1990 to only 71.66 in 1995. The current rate of malnutrition in North Cotabato had been above the
progress at both regional (one per year) and provin-  national average and had even shown a slight in-
cial (one in five years) level cast doubts in meeting  crease in the prevalence of underweight children. This
the two-thirds reduction target in under-five mortality ~ situation continuously challenges decision-makers in
allocating greater resources and summoning enough
Inthe same manner, current trends indicate that  initiatives including political determination to reverse

the Philippines will not meet the MDG target of re-  the tide of malnutrition.
ducing maternal mortality rate by three-fourths, par-
ticularly for Central Mindanao. This region belongs to
the poorer regions and has high maternal mortality rate

Prevalence of underweight children*
1989 1992 1993 1996 1998 2001

at 187.25 per 100,000 live births in 1995 from 197.1 in Nes | | 345 | 34 | 200|308 | 32 | 306
1990 with a slow rate of progress (two per year). The | NCR 23 | 265 | 203
situation is not much better, for the province of North ﬁmﬁae 368 | 324 | 302
Cotabato where maternal mortality rate was reduced  [yomm

from 167.5 per 100,000 live birthsin 1990to only 164.15 | Cotabato 3.3 | 365

in 1995. The rate of progress is slow (four in five 0 0-5Years old, using NCHS standards)
years) and will not meet the demands of MDG target.

Under 5 Mortality Rate Education: Access and Survival

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1998

PHILIPPINES | 79.64| 77 | 74 | 72 | 69 |66.79] 40 | gGjnce the 1990s, data has shown increasing enrol-
NER 62:22) 57 | 53 | 48 | 43 | 38.53 ment over the years, along with improving access to
Cemal Mindanao | 79-11| 78 | 77 | 76 | 75 | 74 primary education. Nationally, the school participa-
Cotabato 73.35 71.66

Source: PIDS/INSCB; Source: NSCB Technical Working tion rate. in the elementary level i.ncreased frpm 85.1
Group on Maternal and Child Mortality percentin 1991 to 97.02 percentin 2001. This leaves
no doubt that the MDG target of universal access to
primary education can be achieved by 2015. At the
regional level, elementary participation rate of Cen-

Maternal Mortality Rate
1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995

PHILIPPINES 209 | 203|197 | 191 | 186 |179.74 . . .

NCR 1701 | 160 150 | 139 | 129 | 11007 (@l Mindanaois a high 93.13 percent for school year
Central Mindanao | 1971 | 195 | 193 | 191 | 189 |187.25| 1999-2000. Atthe provincial level, North Cotabato is
Cotabato 1675 164.15 hot far behind with elementary participation rate at

Source: PIDS/NSCB; Source: NSCB Technical Working 92.88 percent for the same school year. Though both
Group on Maternal and Child Mortality data fall below the national average of 96.95 percent.

Prevalence of malnutrition While universal access to primary education as
among children shown by the participation rate is easily achievable,

the problem of how students could stay in school and
Atthe national level, available data shows a decrease  at least reach sixth grade if not complete elementary
in malnutrition from 34.5 percent in 1989 to 30.6 per-  level is another matter. In the past decade, survival
centin 2001, although the trend has been erraticand  rate in primary school has remained low. In some of
uneven. Official reports on the MDG noted that the the poorest regions, survival rate deteriorated as in
probability is low for meeting the target of 50 percent  the case of Central Mindanao region (from 61.16
reduction in malnutrition if not already off-track in percent in 1991down to 56.45 percent in 2001) or
meeting the nutrition target. At the regional level, data  stagnated such as in the province of North Cotabato
also reflects improvement and the decline in malnu-  with elementary cohort survival rate at 57.06 percent
trition is more notable from 36.8 percent in 1996 to in 1990 to 58.75 percent in 1999.
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Cohort Survival rate

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001
Philippines 69.7 | 68.65 | 66.38 67.5 66.40 | 67.15 | 67.96 | 68.60 | 69.75 | 69.3 67.21 | 67.13
NCR 97.73 | 87.38 | 86.93 | 87.73 | 85.20 | 85.85 | 86.96 | 84.72 | 82.78 | 81.60 | 80.19 | 79.04
Region 12 50.52 | 61.16 | 59.50 | 55.36 | 53.00 | 53.46 | 57.07 | 54.89 | 54.80 | 58.47 | 55.70 | 56.45
North Cotabato | 57.06 57.61 58.78 58.75
) Human Development Index
HDI and QLI, alternative measures ArealProvince 1994 1997 2000
of human achievements/development [PHILIPPINES 063 063 066
NCR 0.88 0.89 0.89
. Cavit 0.72 0.72 0.73
Since 1994, the HDI level of North Cotabato has al- |~
tood below the national average and much oot ors ors o
ways S g . Bulacan 0.63 0.70 0.76
further below the HDI of top raters such as Cavite, AT — 052 052 055
Bataan and Bulacan. Worse, North Cotabato has al- ] ]
ways been ranked among the bottom 20 performers ~ Quality of Life Index
. . QLI QLI QLI QLI
in terms of HDI. In the same manner, since 1991, = T = o)
Cotabato’s QLI was always less than the national QLI prﬂi&ppines 0671 | osse | o087 | o689
average. Actually for North Cotabato, the HDI levels | @
are consistent with QLI levels, showing unswerving | §zPP"es 0614 | 0613 | 0652 | 0.654
allegiance to the bottom 20 performers .usi'ng either | guacan 0836 | 0830 | 0866 | 0820
measure. Though compared to poverty incidence of | cavite 0785 | 0766 | 0782 | 0844
families, Cotabato had departed from the bottom 20, | North Cotabato | 0521 | 0494 | 0554 | 0541
i th i i . .-
ranking as the 27" poorest province in the year 2000.  \jder-Five Nutrition
1991 1994 1997 1999
In terms of the QLI components, the nutrition in-  [philippines 0.72 0.70 0.69 0.68
dicator has been declining from 0.73in 1991 t0 0.64 | North Cotabato | 0.73 060 | 064 0.64
in 2000, while cohort survival has been consistently | Bulacan 0.83 0.84 0.84 0.78
low ranging from 0.57 in 1991 to 0.59 in 1999. The | cavite 0.77 068 | 078 0.85

third QLI component, though showing an upward
trend from 0.26 in 1991 to 0.40 in 1999, has been
pulling down the QLI average of the province with
less than half of the deliveries attended to by doc-
tors, nurses and midwives.

Localizing QLI. At the local level, QLI indices were
generated for four municipalities and one component
city (Kidapawan City). Even if over time North
Cotabato’s QLI had always ranked among the bot-
tom 20 provinces, the various municipalities compris-
ing the province experience uneven progress with
QLIs ranging from 0.743 for Kidapawan to 0.541 for
Pigcawayan. Actually, in terms of QLI, Kidapawan'’s
0.743 in 2001 compares with the top 20 provinces
for the year 1999 while Carmen’s QLI at 0.672 com-
pares with at least the 27" highest QLI rank. How-
ever, Pigcawayan, with QLI at 0.541, alignsal aligns
with the bottom 10 provinces in 1999.

QLI EcoCohort

|

1991 1994 1997 1999
Philippines 0.70 0.66 0.69 0.69
Bulacan 0.86 0.81 0.85 0.86
Cavite 0.84 0.83 0.88 0.87
North Cotabato 0.57 0.58 0.59 0.59
Births Attended
1991 1994 1997 1999
Philippines 0.59 0.61 0.68 0.70
Cavite 0.75 0.79 0.69 0.81
Bulacan 0.82 0.84 0.91 0.82
North Cotabato | 0.26 0.31 0.44 0.40
Localizing QLI
Province/Municipality 1998 2000 2001
Cotabato (North Cotabato)
Kidapawan City 0.719 0.726 0.743
Makilala 0.588 0.528 0.567
Carmen 0.653 0.657 0.672
Matalam 0.578 0.523 0.600
Pigcawayan 0.649 0.567 0.541
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