
9Social Watch

IndOneSIA 
“Domestic violence, particularly assaults on wives by the husband or children by their parents, 
often erupts in times of growing economic stress. Adults, particularly men, who lose hope and 
are overwhelmed by feelings of powerlessness, are much more likely to lash out against weak 
or vulnerable family members. At a time when the combined unemployment and underemploy-
ment rates have climbed above 39%, many more families are on the edge.”

ITALY 

“Although Italy committed to prioritize the goals of poverty reduction, achieving gender equality 
and the Millennium Development Goals within its development assistance policies, the quality 
and quantity of its funding to support universal access to health, water and education are still 
below European and international standards.”

to pressure from donors, who insisted that in a glo-
balized economy any shortage of food grains could 
be made up for on the international market, Bangla-
desh ended its policy of building up large stockpiles. 
“This year the bill came due,” reports the local Social 
Watch platform. “Floods and cyclones caused sig-
nificant crop losses and Bangladesh had to buy rice 
on the international market at a time when supplies 
were down and prices had soared.”

In Ghana, agriculture is hailed as the primary 
source of economic growth, yet a closer examina-
tion reveals a strong gender bias in this expansion. 
“Government investments have spurred a boom in 
export industries, primarily timber and cocoa pro-
duction, where the workforce is predominantly male. 
At the same time, the Government has offered little 
support to basic food industries that are tradition-
ally women’s responsibility. As a result, crops for 
domestic consumption, livestock and fishing have 
all stagnated.” When the food crisis became evident, 
President John Kuffour announced in May 2008 a 
programme to “mitigate the hardships Ghanaians 
are facing as a result of escalating food and fuel 
prices” by reducing import duties on food products 
and waiving levies on some petroleum products. 
The Ghanaian socialwatchers expressed support for 
the initiative, while also noting that it “will not benefit 
small scale producers, mainly women, who produce 
80% of food in Ghana”.  

Similarly in Yemen, one of the countries ranking 
lowest in the Gender Equity Index computed by Social 
Watch, poor women, employed mainly in agriculture 
and shepherding more acutely suffer the impacts 
of trade liberalization and the rise in wheat prices. 
Local socialwatchers report that “most independent 

research institutions and organizations are in agree-
ment that the Government does not follow stand-
ard economic principles in formulating its strategy. 
Instead, it develops and implements policies hap-
hazardly for the benefit of a corrupt minority. These 
wealthy few siphon off the money and resources of 
the State and compel the poor majority of the popula-
tion to shoulder the burden of so-called “economic 
reforms” that provide no visible benefits.” 

Corruption and ill-designed policies are not 
exclusive to developing countries. In the Czech Re-
public, former president Václav Havel characterized 
the privatization process as ‘Mafioso capitalism’ and 
the local socialwatchers remind us in a timely way 
in their report how “a large share of the losses from 
bankrupted banks and funds was recouped from 
taxpayers.” The tax reform introduced in 2007 is 

described as “take from the poor, give to the rich”. 
Similar words are used by the Canadian watchers: 
“Canada is among a small group of nations that has 
reduced taxation levels in such a way as to most 
benefit those who are already the most affluent.” In 
Paraguay, where taxation is so unfair that income is 
not taxed at all, recent revenue reforms are recruiting 
new contributors from the middle and low sectors, 
while those with high income still do not make a sig-
nificant contribution to the treasury. “Since those 
“who are taxed are those who have less (…) the 
expenses heighten inequality.”

The “race to the bottom” in tax policy is a result 
of countries competing with each other to attract 
foreign investors. “Free trade zones” have been cre-
ated exempt from national taxes (and sometimes 
also from laws and constitutional guarantees à la 

CAmerOOn And CITIzenS WITH dISAbILITIeS: mAnY COmmITmenTS, FeW reSULTS

Federation of Civil Society Organizations of Cameroon (FOSCAm)1

Sixty years after the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and nine after 
the declaration of the African Decade of Persons with Disabilities, the rights 
of persons with disabilities are still being ignored in Cameroon. 

The country has signed and adopted most international agreements 
with regard to peace, safety and development. However, when in 2006 the 
Convention concerning a programme for worldwide action in favour of  
 

1  ANACLAC, COSADER, UNAPHAC, Club UA-Cameroun, APICA, CIPI, IDF Bamenda, 
ADEID, CNJD, CANADEL, CAMNAFAW, CNJD, CIPI, CRADIF, APRIS, APSC, CERUT, 
CRADEC, DMJ and CGT-Libertés.

persons with disabilities, approved by the UN in 1981, was adopted, Cam-
eroon did not sign the document, which came into force in April 2008.

In March 2000, a meeting of the National Steering Committee for the 
activities of the African Decade of Persons with Disabilities (ADPD 1999-
2009) was organised in Cameroon, which resulted in the drafting of an 
Action Plan in 2002. A National Follow-Up Committee was announced for 
2008 but it has not yet been formed. Nor are there any national strategies 
for putting the National Plan into practice.

Until now, in Cameroon the rights of persons with disabilities are, in the 
best of cases, only acknowledged on paper. Despite the international com-
mitments which have been assumed, the absence of specific State policies 
reflects a lack of real commitment with regard to the rights of the people 
with disabilities. n
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