Federation of Civil Society Organizations of Cameroon (FOSCAM)'

Sixty years after the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and nine after
the declaration of the African Decade of Persons with Disabilities, the rights
of persons with disabilities are still being ignored in Cameroon.

The country has signed and adopted most international agreements
with regard to peace, safety and development. However, when in 2006 the
Convention concerning a programme for worldwide action in favour of

1 ANACLAC, COSADER, UNAPHAG, Club UA-Cameroun, APICA, CIPI, IDF Bamenda,
ADEID, CNJD, CANADEL, CAMNAFAW, CNJD, CIPI, CRADIF, APRIS, APSC, CERUT,
CRADEC, DMJ and CGT-Libertés.

persons with disabilities, approved by the UN in 1981, was adopted, Cam-
eroon did not sign the document, which came into force in April 2008.

In March 2000, a meeting of the National Steering Committee for the
activities of the African Decade of Persons with Disabilities (ADPD 1999-
2009) was organised in Cameroon, which resulted in the drafting of an
Action Plan in 2002. A National Follow-Up Committee was announced for
2008 but it has not yet been formed. Nor are there any national strategies
for putting the National Plan into practice.

Until now, in Cameroon the rights of persons with disabilities are, in the
best of cases, only acknowledged on paper. Despite the international com-
mitments which have been assumed, the absence of specific State policies
reflects a lack of real commitment with regard to the rights of the people
with disabilities.

01-Temas_ing.indd 9

Social Watch

(O]

03.11.2008 18:01:30






