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DEFINITION OF INDICATORS:

Women aged 15-49 attended at least once during pregnancy  Births attended by skilled health personnel (%): Percentage
by skilled health personnel (%): Percentage of women aged of births attended by skilled health personnel (doctors,

15-49 years attended at least once during pregnancy by skilled  nurses or midwives).

health personnel (doctors, nurses or midwives).

Contraceptive use among women currently in union aged
15-49 (%): Percentage of women in union aged 15-49 years
currently using contraception.

For more detailed information on the reference years
of the data see complete tables at:
Methodological notes and guidelines at the end of the section. www.socialwatch.org/statistics2009
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REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH
Marked polarization

he term “reproductive health” was used for the

first time at the United Nations Conference on
Population and Development in Cairo in 1994. It re-
fers to a situation of complete physical, mental and
social well-being in all the functions and processes
connected with reproduction.

According to the United Nations Population
Fund (UNFPA), every minute, somewhere in the
world, one woman dies from avoidable causes dur-
ing childbirth, and for every woman who dies under
these circumstances there are 20 or more whose
health is permanently damaged through delivery-
related complications. This adds up to more than half
amillion women ayear who lose their lives and more
than ten million whose chances of leading a full and
healthy life are seriously impaired. The situation is
extremely worrying in the poor countries, which have
the highest rates of involuntary pregnancy, abortions
under bad conditions, HIV / AIDS infection, and ma-
ternal death and permanent injury.

Prevention is geared to avoiding teenage preg-
nancy, the start of sexual relations and the use of
contraception. Attention, on the other hand, deals
with sexually transmitted diseases, particularly HIV
/ AIDS, skilled health care during pregnancy and de-
livery, and follow-up on birth complications among
women and newborn babies.

Global evolution

In the reproductive health dimension in 2008, more
than a fifth of countries (23.8%) remained stag-
nant and some 70.7% made progress. In the latter
group 6.6% made slight progress and the majority
(64.1%) made significant progress. On the other
hand, 8 countries regressed slightly (4.4%), and in
two more (1.1%) this was severe, so in total only
5.5% of countries regressed (Table 1). Al in all the
overall balance is positive, but we should put this
into perspective by examining the average levels
in the countries at the two ends of the spectrum
(Table 2).!

The indicator for “Women aged 15 to 49 at-
tended at least once during pregnancy by skilled
health personnel (%)” did not register changes but
evolution in reproductive health was still favour-
able. This is because the proportion of women (with
partners) in this age bracket who use contraception
and the proportion of deliveries attended by skilled
health personnel did increase (in 2008 the rates were

1 Asregards methodology, countries are classified using
two different procedures, and in this case the two are
combined. Regression or progress refer to differences in
the relative growth rate, but relative position is established
by standardisation based on the quotient between the
differences with the measures and the standard deviation of
the distribution. For this, progress or regression in growth
rate can correspond to different relative positions. Therefore
acountry that is very well positioned but from one year to the
next registers a fall in the values of its indicators could figure
among the countries in the better relative situation and at the
same time be in the severe regression group.

CHART 1: Current reproductive health situation by regions (number of countries)
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TABLE 1. Current situation according to evolution in reprodcutive health

— n - — Total
2 3 3 17 25
2 3 6 7 30 48
3 4 2 27 36
30 42 72
2 8 43 12 116 181

TABLE 2. Reproductive health: averages by indicator of countries in worse and better situations

Women aged Use of Births attended
15-49 attended at contraception by skilled health
least once during by women (with personnel (%)
pregnancy by skilled partners)
health personnel (%) aged 15t0 49 (%)
Worse relative | Average 48.0 15.4 324
situation Number of countries 1 5 30
Better relative Average 94.3 72.3 99.6
situation Number of countries 27 8 80
Total Average 80.7 47.9 79.6
Number of countries 79 27 181

80.7%, 44.9% and 79.1%, respectively, and in 2009
80.7%, 47.9% and 79.6%, respectively).

However, this overall progress obscures the sig-
nificant polarization that took place. In the countries in
the worse relative situation all the average values of the
indicators fell (from 67.2%, 17.1% and 37.9% in 2008
t0 48%, 15.4% and 32.4% in 2009, respectively). On
the other hand, the opposite occurred in the countries
in the better relative situation; all the average values of
these indicators increased (93.9%, 64.5% and 98.9%
in 2008 and 94.3%, 72.3% and 99.6%, respectively).

The situation by regions

No country in Europe or North America is below the
average; the overwhelming majority are in the better
relative situation (87.9% and 100%, respectively).
In Central Asia most of the countries are positioned
around the average (33.3% are below and 44.4% are
above). There are no countriesin the worse relative situa-
tionand two are in the better relative situation (22.2%).
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In East Asia and the Pacific, Latin America and
the Caribbean and the Middle East and North Africa
region, most of the countries are above the average
(18.8%, 24.4% and 38.9%, respectively) or in the
better relative situation group (53.1%, 39.4% and
38.9%, respectively). However, there are also some
countries below the average (12.5%, 33.3% and
16.7%, respectively) and some in a worse relative
situation (15.6%, 3% and 5.6%, respectively).

South Asia is the most polarised region. Three
quarters of the countries (75%) are ina worse relative
situation and a quarter (25%) are above the average.
There are no countries in the better relative situation,
and nor are there any slightly below average.

Lastly, the most disadvantaged region is sub-
Saharan Africa. Nearly nine tenths (84.8%) of these
countries is in the worse relative situation or below
the average (26.1% and 58.7%, respectively), one in
tenare above the average (10.9%) and only 4.3% are
in the better relative situation group. m





