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5th SOCIAL WATCH GLOBAL ASSEMBLY

ILO director-general lauds Social Watch, urges group to work on ratification of Convention on Domestic Workers

MANILA, Philippines – International Labor Organization director-general Juan Somavia has lauded Social Watch for its outstanding job of reminding governments about their commitments to eradicate poverty and attain equality, even as he enjoined the global organization to help ensure the ratification and implementation of the ILO Convention on Domestic Workers.

"Today, Social Watch is more necessary than ever before.  I am a great supporter of Social Watch. This accountability movement you initiated within and after the World Summit on Social Development in Copenhagen has certainly proven its worth, and my civil society soul is fully with you,” said Somavia in a video message (http://www.socialwatch.org/node/13368) to the Social Watch Global Assembly delegates in Manila.

He said Social Watch has been doing “a magnificent job of reminding governments about their commitments.” 

“You have persistently reminded governments as well as international organizations, business and NGOs of the need to act on their commitments,” Somavia said. 

Somavia further said Social Watch’s courage was inspiring, as he reminded everyone that turning dreams into reality is a task for all. “We must find change to have balance and we must all be held accountable.”

He said this year, there have been two major breakthroughs that can be included in a new paradigm for the growth of social justice. One of this is the New Convention on Domestic Workers which brings the system of rights to the informal economy according to him..

“Domestic workers have long mobilized to get the protection and the respect which they are entitled to, and now we must ensure that the Convention is ratified and implemented,” said Somavia.

During the Global Assembly’s workshop on migration issues last Wednesday, Social Watch members expressed support for the ratification of ILO Convention 189 on Decent Work for Domestic Workers following its adoption last June 16, 2011 during the 100th annual conference of ILO.

The measure was passed overwhelmingly by ILO members with 396 voting in favor, 16 against, and 63 abstaining. A Recommendation, which outlines how to implement the convention, was also approved 434 to 8, with 42 abstentions.

The call on governments to ratify will be included in the report that will be submitted to the Social Watch Global Assembly Drafting Committee by the workshop body organized by Wahyu Susilo of Indonesia, who said they will recommend a campaign in the national and regional levels to ratify its implementation.

The report of the migration workshop group will also evolve on other issues among them the situation of migrant workers in the Gulf Area, and those in Somalia, Cambodia and Afghanistan after the civil war; and discussions on the complexity of migrant  workers relative to economic and gender issues according to Susilo.

The passage of Convention 189 has been celebrated by workers around the world as they expect the landmark measure to change the lives of at least 100 million workers globally. It provides that domestic workers who care for families and households must have the same basic labor rights as those available to other workers: reasonable hours of work, weekly rest of at least 24 consecutive hours, a limit on in-kind payment, clear information on terms and conditions of employment; and respect for fundamental principles and rights at work including among others freedom of association and the right to collective bargaining. 

Meanwhile, Somavia said ILO is working to to pass next year an ILO Standards on Universal Protection to promote social security strategies, citing that 80 percent of workers today have no access to social security.

“I believe these are building blocks for social justice, and I invite you all to mobilize around. Your support is invaluable,” Somavia said. 

Social Watch, is an international network of citizens’ organizations campaigning for social justice. Over 100 delegates designated by national coalitions from 60 countries  around the world, comprising of women groups, human rights activists, unionists and other campaigners for social justice are attending the Global Assembly summit this year with the theme  “Claiming Democracy: Accountability For Social And Economic Justice.” (30)
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