WORKSHOP
The Global Community Rights Framework Initiative

Mobilizing – Law – Policy – Power                                                                                                                                                                                        
The globalization of the commercial “right to do business” has superseded place-based interests and human rights related to food, livelihoods, housing, self-determination, water, climate and other basic needs.  This is made possible by a defacto hierarchy of international law, policy and institutions whose powerful compliance and enforcement mechanisms subordinate most local, national and international public interest imperatives. Community-based interests have little or no legal standing and are vulnerable to a continuing cycle of exploitation by those global institutions, players and interests that benefit from this state of legal limbo.   As such, it is perfectly legal for affected communities to be marginalized by mega trade, investment and infrastructure projects even when there are ample opportunities for the exact opposite to occur.  The Global Community Rights Framework Initiative responds to the need for globally-minded, community-centric interventions that build citizen/community power, agency and legal standing to advance large-scale transformation of the current power-risk-benefit equation.  This session is a part of a global consultation with advisors and stakeholders designed to ensure that the Global Community Rights Framework Initiative’s strategic priorities and targets have the greatest potential to generate concrete breakthroughs and benefits for communities globally.  
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