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In November 2010, an alliance of civil society groups, networks and foundations, including Social Watch, Third World Network, DAWN, the Friedrich-Ebert-Foundation, Global Policy Forum, terre des hommes, and the Dag Hammarskjöld Foundation, launched the Civil Society Reflection Group on Global Development Perspectives. 
The Group was established in response to the unprecedented coincidence of global crises: the economic and financial crisis, the food crisis, as well as the intensifying climate crisis. These unresolved crises reflect the failure of the dominant model of development and economic progress that is oriented on a modernization approach, which is blind to environmental and human rights aspects, confuses economic growth with progress in society, and regards poverty as a primarily technical challenge in which categories of inequality and social justice are neglected. The objective of the group is to draw lessons from these crises, to look beyond conventional development concepts and goals and to fundamentally rethink the models and measures of development and social progress – in North and South. 
The group consists of 17 civil society activists, experts and academics from around the globe. In a series of meetings during 2011 they assess conventional and alternative models of development and well-being, reconsider development goals and indicators, including the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), draw conclusions for future development strategies and discuss specific policy recommendations for the UN Conference on Sustainable Development 2012. The expected outcome will be presented in a report to be published by the end of 2011.

The interactive workshop provides the opportunity to discuss some of the key questions with members of the Reflection Group, inter alia: 
· What are the dimensions of an alternative model of well-being and social progress beyond the GNI? Can the ethical concept of buen vivir (sumak kawsay) and holistic approaches of sustainable development be part of this alternative model?
· If there is a need for an alternative development paradigm, what are the conclusions to be drawn for the MDGs and their indicators? 
· Is there a need for alternative (poverty and wealth) indicators and goals, based on a new model of well-being and social progress? 
· Is there a need for Global Development Goals, which are applicable for all countries in the world? Can existing alternative indices like the Gross National Happiness Index be used as a starting point for further debate?

Participants/Speakers at the Workshop (all members of the Reflection Group):
Barbara Adams (Global Policy Forum)
Gigi Francisco (Development Alternatives with Women for the New Era, Philippines)

Roberto Bissio (Third World Institute/Social Watch, Uruguay)
Victoria Tauli-Corpuz (Tebtebba Foundation, Philippines)*
Danuta Sacher (terre des hommes Germany)

Jens Martens (Global Policy Forum Europe, Germany)
