WORKSHOPS SLOT 3. THURSDAY 14 – 11:30 TO 1:00 PM

The Right to Information (RTI) in India is a unique legislation that has the potential to empower the citizens and change the behavior of public officials towards the people they are meant to serve. The workshops will discuss the limitations of RTI: transparency doesn’t always lead to accountability; need for other mechanisms (social accountability) and the recent trends related to RTI Act: public vs private interest use; reforms and amendments; new legislation on corruption – Impact on accountability

Transparency and Access to Information workshop

Social Watch 

The RTI Act in India was born out of a grassroots movement, which makes it quite unique among other Access to Information laws in South Asia. It started in Rajasthan under the pressure of poor wage-earners and became a national law in October 2005.  It has since been used by activists but also by ‘regular’ people to force accountability of government officials when fulfilling their obligations to deliver quality public services, and pro-actively disclose budgets and expenditures. The RTI in India is a unique legislation that has the potential to empower the citizens and change the behavior of public officials towards the people they are meant to serve. Information Commissions were set up in each state as quasi-legal independent entities to oversee and monitor implementation of the Act. Their role is critical as they act as a legally empowered intermediary between citizens and government. They have to ensure they fulfill their adjudicatory responsibilities while attempting to change the “chemistry” between citizens and public authorities. They also have to promote innovation in the way they work, use and interpret the Act in a creative way, and ensure strong connections with both civil society and other actors promoting transparency and accountability.
Key questions to discuss during the workshop:
· Limitations of RTI: transparency doesn’t always lead to accountability; need for other mechanisms (social accountability)

· Recent trends related to RTI Act: public vs private interest use; reforms and amendments; new legislation on corruption – Impact on accountability 
· Mitigating risks for RTI activists when pushing the boundaries and exposing corruption

Short bio: 

Jagadananda, has been the State Information Commissioner at the Orissa Information Commission since August, 2008. As the Commissioner his role is similar to that of an Ombudsman, with statutory powers to play the oversight and adjudicatory role in implementation of the Right to Information Act. Prior to that position, he has been a social activist for more than three decades and has played a key leadership role in the Civil Society sector. As a member of the State Planning Board, he helped steer the bottom–up planning process in the backward districts of the State of Orissa. Jagadananda was the founding Convener of the National Social Watch Coalition, a broad based Civil Society collective which brings out the annual Citizens Report on  governance and development and later  provided the initial leadership of the ‘Wada-na Todo Abhiyan’ a citizen led National campaign to ensure monitoring and accountability of Development Programmes using Social accountability tools such as Citizen Report Card, Budget tacking, social audit, etc. He was part of the National Campaign for Electoral Reform on the voters right to know about the antecedents of their candidates (2002) and Drive against Bribe using RTI (2007).
