Workshop: Justice, democracy and human rights

New strategies and challenges after the "Arab Spring"

TRANSLATION
Contributors to the session:

Moderation: 
Hassan Abdel Ati- Sudan and  Hanaá Edwards- Iraq
Speakers on country situations (5-7 minutes per country):

1. Magdy Abdel Hamid- Egypt

2. Abdul Nabi el Ekry – Bahrain 

3. Palestine and the region 

4. Neimat Kuku- Sudan and women issues 

5. Arafat el Rafead- Yemen 

Main questions for the speakers:

· Main challenges/ priorities in the transition their countries undergoes (to get a sense of the different context across various countries
· The changes (spaces or barriers) to the role of civil society organizations nationally and regionally

· Areas where new civil society alliances and solidarity networks (among the Arab countries and across with other regions) can emerge

Background brief: 
The Arab region witnesses a period of change and quest for new social contract between the citizen and the state, based on respect of fundamental freedoms, rights, dignity, and rule of law. Along the multiplicity of factors including political repressions, corruption, and lack of accountability and legitimacy of Arab regimes, the peoples’ uprisings and revolutions reflect a climax of failure of social and economic development paradigms. Indeed, citizens are calling for a new development paradigm, which re-enforces the right to development and economic and social justice. Accordingly, the democratic transition in the region necessitates revising the approach to the economic and social partnership, aligned with reforms of political systems and enhancing the role of civil society. Moreover, achieving sustained democratic policies processes and economic and developmental progress necessitate achieving stability of the region through establishing peace and a just and sustainable solution for the Palestinian-Israel conflict, in respect to the relevant UN Resolutions and the people’s right to self determination. Space, time, and resources to nurture a national dialogue that identifies political, economic, and social reforms are core to this challenge. 

These changes have swept across the whole Arab region, including the Maghreb, Mashreq, and Gulf countries, thus requiring a holistic approach in the revision of the relation of Arab countries among each other and with other partners worldwide.

Within this context, civil society organizations have a major role in contributing to development of alternatives at the political, economic, social and cultural fronts. They are also invited to move from defensive positions to active participation in contributing alternative policy propositions. Human rights and development groups are currently facing new challenges such as how to develop mechanisms to contribute in monitoring the transitional governments and warn about the dangers of violating human rights. In addition, they have a major role to play in preventing the marginalization of rights of various societal groups including women, youth and marginalized groups in society. One of the urgent issues in this context is the development of new democratic legislations that ensure the freedom of association. In order to achieve this, it will be necessary to guarantee the right of access to information to enable civil society to develop alternatives based on scientific and objective assessments of reality.     

The suggested workshop will be an opportunity to hear representatives from civil society groups taking active role in the people’s movements from a number of Arab countries. It will be a space for discussing new priorities and spaces for building new alliances that bring together groups from the Arab countries and other countries and regions of the world.  

