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Europe must play its part in rescuing the
MDGs
A group of powerful women from the front-line in the fight

against poverty have appealed to European leaders to ensure

health and education for all people by rescuing the

Millennium Development Goals. Testifying at the European

Parliament, the ‘W8’ – a group brought together by Oxfam

from Mali, Georgia, Thailand, Nicaragua, The Philippines,

Bangladesh, Malawi and India – backed Oxfam’s call for

Europe to adopt a “rescue package” to get the MDGs back

on track.

The MDGs, signed by world leaders in 2000, commit to

halving the number of people living in extreme poverty by

2015. With development aid faltering, the ability of poor

countries to meet poverty goals is increasingly at risk. In a

report to the UN general assembly this month, UN
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