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Kiwis urged to act after fair trade report

Tuesday, 27 April 2010, 1:25 pm
Press Release: Trade Aid

Kiwis urged to act after new report highlights critical role of fair trade for impoverished women
Women make up the large majority of people in absolute poverty and the global financial crisis has made their
situation critical, warns Trade Aid as part of its ‘Just Women’ campaign marking this year’s Fair Trade Fortnight
(1-16 May).

The warning follows the release of the latest Social Watch Report, which uncovers hard facts on the current issues
facing women working in developing countries. Trade Aid - New Zealand’s only fair trade food and craft organisation
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- is now calling on Kiwis to use this year’s Fair Trade Fortnight as the ideal opportunity to help empower women to
overcome poverty and improve their lives for the long term.
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The Social Watch Report 2009 is the first of its kind as a bottom-up report on the social impact of the global financial
crisis. It shows how the crisis has effectively wiped out economic gains previously made by women and has caused
significant regression in women'’s equality rights on a global scale. This is on top of the crises women already face in
relation to environment, food, energy, finance and politics.

Michelia Ward, Trade Aid’s Education Manager, says “The report highlights the critical need for sustainable
economic development approaches, such as fair trade, to address the current ecological and economic crisis. It
points to the real need to invest in the people (and specifically women) who make and grow the products, providing
them with valuable income-generating opportunities, so they can work themselves out of poverty.”

To help address some of the issues highlighted within the report, Trade Aid’s timely ‘Just Women’ campaign aims to
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show the positive impact that fair trade is having on disadvantaged women’s lives worldwide, and to encourage
people to get involved.

A visit from one of Trade Aid’s Nepalese trading partners will play a key role in the organisation’s efforts to highlight
how fair trade is empowering Nepalese women (and others like them worldwide) to work themselves out of poverty.
Meera Bhattarai, founder of the Association for Craft Producers (ACP), will be visiting a range of New Zealand’s
Trade Aid shop areas and participating in their activities throughout Fair Trade Fortnight.

Ward says: “We’re delighted that Meera is joining us to celebrate this year’s Fair Trade Fortnight. There’ll be lots of
opportunities for people to hear how her hopes and dreams for fellow women led her to found the ACP, a not-for-profit
organisation that supports Nepalese women to become economically self-sufficient.

“We believe Meera’s visit will go a long way in showing how Kiwis’ choice to buy fair trade really does make a
difference to disadvantaged women, their families and to developing communities around the world.”

Get involved in Trade Aid’s nationwide Fair Trade Fortnight activities by visiting your local Trade Aid shop, or by
checking out Trade Aid’s website - www.tradeaid.org.nz. A wide range of beautifully handcrafted fair trade products
can be viewed online - many are made for women by women, making them ideal gifts for Mother’s Day (9 May).

Trade Aid is New Zealand’s oldest and largest fair trade organisation. It attempts to understand the problems its
trading partners face and shares this understanding by telling its producers’ stories and speaking out about
injustices in international trade rules. Trade Aid puts people before profit and is 100 per cent committed to
improving the lives of those it works with.
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State Your Intentions: Nuclear Forum Offers Iran Chance To Reassure World

Iran can use next week’s global gathering on disarmament at UN Headquarters to reassure other
States of its peaceful nuclear intentions, the forum’s chair said. More>>
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No Entry: More States Endorse UN Illegal Fishing Treaty

Five more States have signed a United Nations treaty that aims to curb illegal fishing
by denying port docking rights to ships involved in the illicit practice. More>>

Limited Funding: UN To Cut Food Rations To Conflict-Affected
Yemen

The United Nations food agency will be forced to cut rations for tens of
thousands of people affected by the conflict in north-western Yemen
starting this Saturday because stocks have dwindled as a result of limited funding. More>>

Nepal: Maoist Commander Violates Arms Agreement

The United Nations political mission in Nepal today called for an investigation and appropriate disciplinary
action after a Maoist army platoon commander was discovered to be travelling on public transport with a
hand grenade. More>>

ACTA: Threats To Online Free Expression In Treaty Draft

Reporters Without Borders welcomes yesterday's release by the European Commission of
the draft Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement.In its present form, the draft nonetheless
contains a number of provisions that could pose a threat to online free expression. More>>

Acceptance Through Sandwiches: Ban Lauds Queen For Children’s
Book

A cultural food fight between “gooey” peanut butter and jelly and “icky”
hummus sandwiches leads to global acceptance - at least at the grade-school
level - in a colourful picture book launched today by Queen Rania of Jordan.
More>>

Barriers To Migration: Enhancing Regional Migration In The Pacific

The history of the Pacific is a history of migration. Yet modern barriers to migration impede
development in the Pacific island countries facing degraded resources, high rates of natural
population increase, low-lying geographies. More>>

Free Trade Agreement: Taiwan President's Views On Trade Pact With Mainland China

Over the past decade, the number of free-trade agreements (FTA) signed that involve Asian nations has
skyrocketed from just three in 2000 to 58 in 2009, an increase of 19-fold. More>> F

Special Ops: Taliban lL.eaders Targeted In Afghan IL.ed Operation

On Wednesday (21 April, 2010), local Afghans in the Gizab region of Oruzgan province took
part in an apparent uprising against Taliban insurgents operating in their community.
More>>

World War I1: Funeral Of Senor Rufino Alves Correia

Australian Defence Force troops deployed to East Timor have attended the
funeral of Senor Rufino Alves Correia, one of the last known surviving East
Timorese to have supported 2/2nd Independent Company during World War
II. More>>
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