Social Watch developed the BCI as an instrument to monitor the

evolution of basic indicators and to make comparisons between and
within countries. This is a summary—index that compares and classi-
fies countries according to their progress in social development by
evaluating their situation in terms of minimum basic capal)ilities
— structural dimensions that represent the indispensal)le starting
conditions to guarantee an adequate quality of life.

The index identifies situations of poverty and it consists of three
indicators: the percentage of children reaching fifth grade, survival
until the age of 5, and the percentage of births attended lJy skilled
personnel*. These indicators express different dimensions that are
considered in internationally agreed development objectives (edu-
cation, infant health and reproductive health). The BCI does not use
income as an indicator. It defines poverty not in terms of money,
but in different aspects of people’s actual condition and their great-
er or lesser possil)ility of having their human rights fulfilled.

The BCI is based on the latest available information for each coun-
try and it is easy to construct and can be applied at the sub-national
and municipal levels. Since it does not include income as one of its
components, it can be built without having to resort to costly house-
hold surveys, which is the prol)lem with indexes based on income,
such as the World Bank measure of the number of people living on
less than one or two dollars a day, or the UNDP’s Human Develop-
ment Index, which combines income with health and education
indicators. Precisely because it dispenses with income as an indica-
tor, the BCI has proved to be h_igh.ly correlated with the measure of
other human capal)ilities and, in particular, the 41 different indi-
cators used to measure progress towards the different Millennium
Development Goals agreed internationa.lly in the year 2000. Con-
trary to the MDGs, though, the BCI can be used to assign a value to
each country, so comparisons can be made with other countries and

the progress can be evaluated over time.

The BCI indicators show maximum values when all women are at-
tended by skilled health personnel at delivery, when no child d.rops
out of school before completing the fifth grade and when infant
mortality is brought down to its lowest possible level of 1
five deaths among children under five years o
births. These indicators are close

bilities the members of a society should have, capabilities that re-

MORE EFFORT REQUIRED FROM THE WEAKEST

inforce each other to make better individual and collective develop-

ment possible.
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The 2009 BCI was calculated for 175 countries, and these are grouped A 4

in various categories**. The countries in the most serious situation

are those with a Critical BCI (less than 70 points). In the Very Low 98
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BCI category (from 70 to 79 points) there are countries facing major

obstacles to achieving well-being for the population. The countries

with Low BCI (from 80 to 89 points) are at an intermediate level as

regards the satisfaction of basic needs, and their performance varies

in some dimensions of development. The countries that have pro- BY COMBINING WHAT EACH REGION HAS REACHED IN BCI

POINTS (REPRESENTED AS HEIGHT IN THE GRAPH) AND THE
FURTHER STEPS STILL NEEDED TO ACHIEVE g9+ IN BCI POINTS
(THAT IS, THE DISTANCE TO OVERCOME TO REACH AN “AC-
CEPTABLE” LEVEL) A RELATIVE POSITION IS OBTAINED FOR
EACH REGION AND THE GRAPH LOOKS LIKE A SLOPE. THUS,
THE BCI LEVEL WOULD BE THE HEIGHT OF THE MOUNTAIN
WHILE THE EFFORT REQUIRED (*) IS THE DISTANCE TO THE
TOP. THE EFFORT REQUIRED FROM THE CLIMBERS, REPRE-
SENTING DIFFERENT REGIONS, TO REACH ACCEPTABLE BCI
LEVELS IS FAR FROM BEING EQUAL.

BASIC
CAPABILITIES
INDEX 2009

gressed and now satisiy most or all the population’s basic capal)i.li-

ties are in the two categories with the highest values: Medium BCI
(from 90 to 97) and Acceptable (more than 98 points and more).

The BCIof a country approaches 100 when there is universal access

to the three minimum levels of social coverage mentioned above.

These factors indicate the satisfaction of the most fundamental of

LATIN AMERICA ANC

88
all social rights, which are access to adequate health care, and uni- EAST ASIA A =

versal, good quality basic education.

d - THE COUNTRIES WITH LOW BClI NOT ONLY HAVE A GREAT-
_______ ' ER DISTANCE TO COVER TO ACHIEVE A BASIC DIGNITY FOR
ALL THEIR PEOPLE, BUT THEY FACE A STEEP SLOPE. IMAG-
INE A COUNTRY WHERE NINE OUT OF TEN CHILDREN GO
TO SCHOOL. THE DISTANCE TO THE EDUCATION GOAL IS
JUST 10% AND TO CUT BY HALF THE NUMBER OF CHILDREN
WITHOUT EDUCATION THE GOVERNMENT ONLY NEEDS TO
INCREASE THE NUMBER OF TEACHERS AND SCHOOL FACILI-
TIES BY 5%. IN A COUNTRY WHERE ONLY 20% OF CHILDREN
GO TO SCHOOL, THE GAP TO THE GOAL IS 80% AND TO CUT
IT BY HALF IMPLIES THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAS TO BUILD
SCHOOLS AND HIRE TEACHERS FOR 40% OF THE CHILDREN,
WHICH MEANS TREBLING THE PRESENT CAPACITY. AND THAT
WOULD STILL LEAVE 40% OF THE CHILDREN OUT OF SCHOOL,
WHICH IS FAR FROM ACCEPTABLE.

Social Watch understands that a BCI value close to the maximum
reflects the “dignity for all” proclaimed by the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights. Reaching this level does not mean that a country
has attained all the goals of social well-l)eing that are desirable in a

society; it merely indicates a starting point towards those goals.

*THE BCI WAS ORIGINATED IN THE QUALITY OF LIFE INDEX DEVELOPED BY THE NON-
GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATION ACTION FOR ECONOMIC REFORMS (PHILIPPINES), WHICH
WAS DERIVED FROM THE CAPABILITY POVERTY MEASURE (CPM) PROPOSED BY PROFESSOR
AMARTYA SEN AND POPULARIZED AS THE UNDP HUMAN DEVELOPMENT INDEX.

**THE METHODOLOGICAL PROCESS DESIGNED TO ESTIMATE BCI VALUES WHEN THERE IS A
LACK OF INFORMATION FOR ONE OF THE INDICATORS THAT MAKES UP THE VALUE CONSISTS
OF THE FOLLOWING.

A) COUNTRIES ARE CONSIDERED ON A REGIONAL BASIS, AND ONLY THOSE THAT
A SIMILAR RELATIVE SITUATION TO THE COUNTRY FOR WHICH INFORMATIO!
ARE CONSIDERED. THIS IMPLIES THE ASSUMPTION THAT COUNTRIES ARE
OF PERFORMANCE TO NEIGHBOURING COUNTRIES AT A SIMILAR LE
(COUNTRIES DESIGNATED “HIGH INCOME” BY THE WORLD BANK
GIONS, THUS INCREASING THE TOTAL FROM 8 TO 15 REGIONS.)

B) AN AVERAGE OF THE VALUES FOR THE MISSING IND
COUNTRIES IN THE SAME REGION.

C) THE AVERAGE OF INDICATORS WITH INFORMAT
TRIES.

D) THE ARITHMETICAL MEAN OR AVERAGE 1S
CULATED IN “C”(ONLY AMONG COUNTRIES
CRETE ESTIMATION NEED).

E) THE VALUE OBTAINED IN “D” IS S
YIELDS A CORRECTION FACTOR F

F) THE VALUE OBTAINED |
CORRECTION OF THE R
PERFORMANCE REG
FORMATION IS

THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS COM-
MITS ALL COUNTRIES TO ACHIEVE “DIGNITY FOR ALL", BUT
THE MEANS TO DO THAT ARE NOT THERE WHERE THEY ARE
NEEDED THE MOST.

HE OBJECTIVE IS ARRIVED AT BY AN EQUATION IN WHICH CURRENT VALUE ON THE BCI IS DIVIDED BY AN ESTIMATION OF THE RELATIVE
D. THIS RELATIVE DISTANCE IS REPRESENTED BY THE PROPORTION BETWEEN WHAT EACH REGION IS LACKING IN ORDER TO REACH AN ACCEPTABLE
HAT THERE 1S BETWEEN REGIONS (THE 28.7 POINTS ON THE BCI BETWEEN NORTH AMERICA AND SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA).

SIBLE TO THE READER THE RESULT IS MULTIPLIED BY 100 SO IT APPEARS AS A PERCENTAGE RATHER THAN A PROPORTION. HENCE THE GRADIENT THAT SEPA-
THE ABSOLUTE DIFFERENCE ON THE INDEX (HEIGHT) AND THE RELATIVE DISADVANTAGE OF REGRESSION (DISTANCE) RESULTING FROM THE POSITION OF EACH

In 2009, almost half the countries of the world (42.1%)

have a BCl value that is low, very low or critical. At the
current rate of progress, in 2015 the average BCl value of
the countries in South Asia and sub-Saharan Africa will
barely be at the very low level, and all the other regions of
the world except for Europe and North America will still
fall far short of the acceptable level.

Since 2003, less than half of the countries of the world
have made progress (43%) and almost one fourth have re-
gressed. A third of the countries (33%) have not managed
to raise their BCl value by more than 1% and only one out
of every six countries (18%) shows significant progress.

There is an enormous gap in living conditions between the
region with the highest average BCI (North America with
99 points) and the regions with the worst averages (sub-Sa-
haran Africa with 70 points and South Asia with 71).

South Asia was the region with the worst BCI average in
2004. It is making fast progress, but the situation is still
extremely critical.

In sub-Saharan Africa, the situation is similarly critical, as
shown by an average BCI value of only 70 points, and
the average evolution shows an improvement of a mere
0.6%. At this rate it would take centuries to achieve the
social development goals internationally agreed for 2013!
East Asia and the Pacific, like Central Asia, show some re-
sults in improving their basic capabilities, with an average
progress of around 2% in each. North America, the Mid-
dle East and North Africa all registered rates of progress
of 3% and more, but this is less remarkable because they
departed from a better situation and the effort required
is therefore less.

The latest data gives cause for concern about Latin Amer-
ica and the Caribbean, a region that already ranked low
in terms of basic capabilities, and even regressed (by -
0.2%). The only regions that have remained at the accept-
able level on the index are Europe and North America.

Europe has held steady with a positive variation of 0.6%,
while North America has enjoyed a considerable increase
in its BCl average (2.9% over the 2004 value).

v
Number of countries
in each BCI level

l)y reference year

BCl 2009

16 COUNTRIES 65 COUNTRIES

11.6%

18 COUNTRIES

21.3%

33 COUNTRIES

23 COUNTRIES

155 COUNTRIES IN TOTAL

BCI LEVEL

Acceptable
Medium
Low

Very Low
Critical
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