Social Watch Gender Equity Index 2008

Gander equily has many dimensions and il is nol easy o
megsre, due o the lack of acourate, gender disciminated
social indicalors in many counfries. In erder fo confribula fo
the understanding of gender-based neguities and to
manifcr the stalus and its avolufion, Social Walch has
develpped e Gander Equity Index (SET). This index i=
based an intarnafionally available comparable daa and il
makes if passibls o positen and clagsiy coundies
according fo a sekection of indicalors relevant fo gander
Inegquity In threa dnienent dimensans; aducaban
parficipalian in the aconamy and ampowamenl

In 2008, the GE| ranks fhe present situation of 157
counfrias, basad an the most recent stalistics avaikba
and |5 able o det=mine evolulon rends 1 by
comparing lheir present indax with hat of five years ago
(See the delaiad methodalagy references and complels
fizfings in wawsociawalch ang)

The index hes a mexmum possible value of 100%, which
woldd indicabe no gender gag ol all in each of the three
dimensicns, The GE| messures the gap betwean women
and men, not thar welfare. Thus, for exampla, & counky
where both boys and gins have equal apcess to university
shudias would rank 100 in fhis aspect, and a coundy where
bath oy and girts are equaly unable fo complete primany
schoal wauld atsa rank 100, This i not o imply hat ha
quality of the education showd ned be improved. |t just says
that boys and girls suffer from the sama lack of guakty.

Educaion s the only companent in Bhe index where many
couinfries have aclually reached perily leved. When parily is
gchievad no further progress i passible. But beyond the
fact that many counfries da not progress, the GEI educatian
component revesls that oo many of fem are rsoresaing

In thear by cither dimansions, ralabed o women's inbagralion
inia economic and political e, mo country shows complete
ity yal.

The GEI evidances that income dfferences babween
counfrias are na jusificaion for gander-tased ineguiies
Iany poor counTies have achigved high level of equity,
which i= a pesilive achiewameant, aven whan that meains an
equitsble distnbubion of poverty. In tact, the reverse = aften
frua: many counfries that have acceplable avarage figuras
in sozial indicators frequenily hide behind thoss everages
enormous disparities babvmen man and women. Tha
elmination af gender disparitiss can be achieved with
actie policies and doas nol raquire thal countries improve
fheir income levels in order fo succesd (2ee section MWoney
and aquity ao nat go hand in frand).

Swweden, Finland and Monway continue to have the highest
rarl».lr-:r in tha 2008 GEI |-JIJ1|'|u|:|h thia three caunlhies do
reat lead in all e dmensions that make uwp he in |Sa8
gaps in Educabian, Empowarment and Economic Ackivity]
they have good performances inall of fhem, Germany
rankz forth and Rwanda - ane of fe poorest counfries in
the world - iBkes the fifth place, In &ll thess 2
gandar gap has been reduced frough aciive polices,
including pender quotas for political perticipation in electad
badies and pro-aquily regulaticnes in the labour marked

m EDUCATION GAP

The Education Gap is estimated from the gender
gap in the following indicators:

Literacy rate

® Primary school enrolment

® Secondary school enrolment
® Tertiary education enrolment

Warning! Step backwards

The Gender gap in education around the world could be
closed very soon, Education is the GEI dimension with the
largest number of countries reaching acceptabls aquity
leveds, However, alarming situations persist and forty
percant of counfrias expenence regression Irends, amang
therm many that are already in & very bad situation,

Where are we haading in education? The balance
betwaen countrias that progress and thoss that regress is
womsome. Regressions outnumber progressas by maore
than two!! =

m ECONOMIC ACTIVITY GAP

The Economic Activity Gap is estimated from the
gender gap in the following indicators:

® Economic activity rate
& Estimated sarned incoma

Equity levels in aconomic aclivity are halfway batween the
quasi-equity found in education and the alarming inequity
persisting in empowerment indicators, The couwntries
showing progress in this dimension are outnumbered by
those evidencing regression.

GHabally, the economic activity gap betwean women and
men seems o be increasing, since more than half of the
counines for which thers iz data expenence regression,
most of them severe. Thiz zetbacks in the paricipation of
women in the economy is ab the rool of most of the
naliond regressions registarad in the total GEI.

The biggest regreszions in the economic dimension come
from Eastern Eurcpe. In Labvia, Belarus, Slovakia and »

Recent evolution of the GEI components
Mumber of countries progressing and regressing
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Macedonia, the transifion toward a market economy in the
early 1990'z increazed the gender gap in the econommy.
Among the 15 top places in terms of the gender gap, the
Mordic countries - Sweden, Norway, loaland, Denmark and
Finland - share the honour with ten of the poorest countries
in the word: Mozambique, Burundi, BEwanda, Cambodia,
Ghana, Viet Mam, Uganda, Madagazcar, Kenya and
Guinea =

GEI REGIONAL AVERAGE BY COMPONENT

ECONDMIC ACTIVITY

EDUCATION

5
Central Asia 30
East Asia ar
Europe 49
Latin America & Caribbean 45
Middle East & North Africa 19
Morth America 53
South Asia 20
Sub-Saharan Africa |

m EMPOWERMENT GAP

The Empowerment Gap is estimated from the
following indicators:

® % of women in technical positions

® % of women in management and
government positions

® % of women in parliaments
® % of women in ministerial posts

A large majarity of countries rank vary low in the
empowermant dimansion of the GEI. The gap batwean
women and men is highast amang professional,
managarial, parliamentary and ministenial positions.

Thiz dimension shows the largest gap. However, it is aso
the enly one wheara a huga majority of countries show
progress. Mosl of the advances registered in the total
index; happan in countries that have progressad in
empowerment, =

/'-Wumen members of par¥amenizs globally averags D.I?.lj'\
17 per cent of & seats, far below the goal of 20+

warman's represenisbon in nebonal legisiafures

adopded in Befing m 1385 Only 19 countries have
achieved this fgwe, considersd fo be the fhreshold for
women hawng an an the workings of & pariiament. Ot

of these T4 oy 5 (Finlamd, Denmark, Cuba, New
Zeatand and Belarus) have made it without legal

guafas, Nowadays, thers are 97 coundriss with
conshfutional efectoral or poliicsl party quotss and

the awerage level of represanfafion lor wamen i these

THE SIZE OF THE GAP:
index points needed to
achieve equity (100)
globally in each
dimension of the GEL.

counimes i 19 per cent
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The stairway to gender equity
BIG STEPS AHEAD

The step leading to yender equity in education in
-# 3l countries of the world is not a very big one.

_e  fet, more countries are regressing in education
o than those making progresses. A larger number of
countries show significant progress in economic
activity, but the number of those regressing is
also considerable and the global trend is
therefore unclear. Evalution in empowerment

-©  SERMS Promissing, since most countries are

o Showing pragress, yet this is by far the largest gap
10 Overcome.

Money and equity do not go hand in hand

While bridging the gender gap with scarce resources is no easy tazk, the GEl shows that income is not
ihe sole factor explaining eguity or the lack of it. Countries with very high per capita incomes, such as
Luxembourg or Switzerand, have the same equity level as Mozambique, whose income kevel iz
ostensibly lower. On the cfher hand, countries such as Rwanda, Zambia or Cdte d'hoire, with similar
incomes, show distinet differences in their gender equity rankings. & high income level is not a guarantes
for gender equity and a low one is no reazon o justify a big gap between men and women.
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GENDER EQUATY IMDEX
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GENDERJEQUITY

Progress and setbacks

More than half the women in the world live in countries that have made no progress in gender equity in
recent years, as the Social Watch 2008 Gender Equity Index (GEI) shows. For the first time, the GEI presents
the recent evolution and trends in bridging the gap between men and women in education, the economy
and empowerment.

The GEI 2008 illustrates that the greater equity levels to be found in education are not paralleled by
acceptable levels in the economic field nor in the empowerment of women. Political empawerment is the
area where most progress has been made in recent years as a result of active policies, yet economic equity
shows disparate results, with as many countries regressing as those where there is progress. Equity, in
education, is comparatively closer, but the trend for many countries is to regress.

Difficulties in reaching equity cannot be justified by a lack of resources: the GEI mapping and that of each
of its components show that - regandless of income levels - each country can reduce gender disparity
through adequate policies.
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The GEl has been computed for 42 counfries in Sub-Saharan Africa, 37 in Ewrope, 26 in Latin America and the Caribbean, Ll
17 in the Middle East and Morth Africa, 18 in East Asia and the Pacific, 7 in Central Asia, 6 in South Asia and 2 in Maorth America. g ] | 51000000 pacpie
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The complete data sets and more information about the methodology used to construct the GEI is svailable st wws socialwatch.org, Senfcar  SigH  Wibnl SigH Sigadoan Il:-r;u:'.c = 5000000 peaple
180 OORGE  FOJEEE  VETRBOA  RODESEA  PaaEEth  dwdulion

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA MIDDLE EAST & NORTH AFRICA LATIN AMERICA & CARIBBEAN EUROPE & NORTH AMERICA SOUTH ASIA EAST ASIA & PACIFIC CENTRAL ASIA

RS s 22 e R ——

5@

»»
HOmG

i
¥
=
- |
»
SUETRALLE 300 N P

ERMGAFDRE B
2
NCHGOLL 33 @

»
BEUNE CARLSSALAM &

The Worst
o “ﬁ#@@ﬁﬁﬁﬁfﬁy

S

The Best
P -u

B Economic Adivity
B Eiucaion
0

EDUCATION GAP

EMF HWE H MHI" EAF 6Tl 300H, SOCIAL WATCH, wenvsocialwaich.ong Phane: <380 @] 470 8162 - Faec <580 (5 411 B



