Summary of responses sent by National Coalitions
to the Secretariat’s questionnaire

40 SW National Coalitions responded to the questionnaire
Thematic working areas of the organizations

Although the subject-matters of work of the national coalitions focus all on the defence of human rights, in accordance with what they answered we could divide the topics in the following categories:

· Human rights. In a wide conception (poverty, development, gender equality, etc.)

· Monitoring of public policies. (Citizens’ participation, democracy, monitoring of public policies)

· Economy. (Trade, transnational corporations, global and national economy, etc.)

· Capacity building. (Internal as well as external trainings, other NGOs, media, etc.)

In relation to all thematic areas mentioned by the National Coalitions, the categories detailed above had the following distribution:
	Human rights 
	60%

	Monitoring of public policies
	12%

	Economy
	10%

	Capacity building
	18%


The main topics within each category were:

· Human rights: poverty, ESCR, gender, and peace
· Monitoring of public policies: Promotion of democracy, citizens’ participation, political participation of women, and social investment.

· Economy: Globalization (transnational corporations, free trade agreements), economic justice, concentration of wealth.

· Capacity building: Planning, development of capacities, strategizing, trainings.
Events carried out by coalitions in the period 2008-009 such as launching of reports, seminars, lobbying activities, demonstrations, etc.   

The national coalitions of SW have focused on the launch of the SW Report as the main annual event, followed by the presentation of national reports, as well as other report launchings and workshops organized along with other organizations.

Evaluation of the new communication tools used by SW Secretariat
The evaluation of the new communication tools has been generally positive, “The communication tools and the dynamism of the Secretariat team help us obtain the information quickly.” All the Coalitions with easy access to Internet value the new forms of communication, some coalitions ask for more production of information, diversification of sources, notification of updates.
Would your National Coalition be interested in joining a SW thematic working group? What topics would you be interested in developing?

All coalitions gave a positive answer with regard to taking part in the thematic working groups.

The main topics proposed for discussion were:
· Research methodologies
· Methodologies and capacity building for civil society organizations
· Financing for development, financing for human rights
· Indicators (BCI, GEI)

· Gender issues 

Their distribution is as follows:

1. 28% Financing for development, financing for human rights 

2. 24% Methodologies and capacity building for civil society organizations 

3. 21% Indicators (BCI, GEI)
4. 14% Research methodologies 

5. 13% Gender issues 

What topics would you be interested in addressing at the regional training workshops that will be carried out in Africa, Asia and Latin America in the next years?

The proposed main topics for discussion in the workshops were:

· Methodology and capacity building for civil society organizations
· Financing for development, financing for human rights
· Workshops on ESCR monitoring, workshops on monitoring of public policies
· Research methodologies
· NGOs, civil society and financial crisis

· Communication strategies
Their distribution is as follows:

1. 30% Methodology and capacity building for civil society organizations
2. 25% Financing for development, financing for human rights
3. 20% Workshops on ESCR monitoring, workshops on monitoring of public policies
4. 15% Research methodologies
5. 5% NGOs, civil society and financial crisis 

6. 5% Communication strategies
Suggested topics to be discussed at the next SW General Assembly in October 2009
· Functioning of SW, financing, growth, coalition building, SW advocacy at national and international level
· Global financial crisis, impacts on human rights and on ESCR, alternatives to the crisis
· Methodology and capacity building for civil society organizations
· Research methodologies
· Financing for development

The distribution of the topics to be discussed at the next SW General Assembly shows the functioning of SW and the global financial crisis as the main priorities.
1. 47% Functioning of SW, financing, growth, coalition building, SW advocacy at national and international level
2. 43% Global financial crisis, impacts on human rights and on ESCR, alternatives to the crisis
3. 4% Methodology and capacity building for civil society organizations
4. 3% Research methodologies
5. 3% Financing for development
