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Social Watch General Assembly Accra 2009

Thematic Workshop on Financing for Development 
and the Global Financial Crisis


The global economic and financial crisis has hit countries of the Global South with full force. Even World Bank and IMF are speaking now of a “development emergency”. In many countries of the Global South, this emergency is intensifying the already existing crises of chronic hunger, poverty and climate change. Dramatic social consequences of these crises are emerging: unemployment and extreme poverty are on the rise, the number of people starving has in 2009 crossed the billion mark, and the United Nations is warning of social unrest in the affected countries.

In the past 12 months governments have responded to the crises through a series of international meetings. At the G20 Summits in Washington, London and Pittsburgh, the United Nations Conferences on Financing for Development in Doha and on the Financial and Economic Crisis in New York, and at the Annual Meetings of IMF and World Bank in Istanbul, they agreed on a varied package of measures on how to cope with the crisis. Their main objectives were to recover financial stability, to increase global liquidity and to improve political coordination and surveillance. In addition, they agreed on a series of institutional reforms, e.g. the establishment of an Ad-hoc Working Group of the UN General Assembly on the Financial and Economic Crisis. But are these measures sufficient to address the root causes of the crisis and to overcome its social consequences? How should Social Watch respond?

With our workshop we want to take stock of the decisions and action programmes of the G20, the UN and the Bretton-Woods-Institutions. 

We will inform us about the related activities of Social Watch at global and national levels. We will also discuss the articulation and /or convergence between the FfD issue and the topics discussed in the other workshops.

We will discuss goals, objectives and a strategy for Social Watch in this area for the years 2010 and 2011. 

And finally, we will draft a work plan and structure of a Thematic Task Team on FfD and the Financial Crisis of Social Watch. 

Programme Outline 

	Duration
	Theme
	Methodology

	1 h
	Information
	

	20 min
	Brief overview of the FfD process from the Monterrey Summit (2002) until today. Update on the state of the intergovernmental processes and follow-up activities around FfD, UN activities on the financial crisis, G20, etc.
	(Powerpoint) Presentation

Jens Martens, Global Policy Forum

	10 min
	Update on SW activities related to UN FfD, G20, BWI meetings
	(Powerpoint) Presentation 

Natalia Cardona, SW Secretariat

	30 min
	Update on SW activities on FfD and the financial crisis at national level
	Oral reports by all workshop participants

	1 h
	Brainstorming
	

	
	Expectations of participants on the future role and strategy of Social Watch related to FfD and the financial crisis:

- What are our goals and objectives?
- What is our key messages?
- What are our target institutions (UN vs G20)?
- What is the added value of our work (complementarity to other networks)?
- How to link global and national advocacy?
- How to coordinate the FfD-related acitivities with the topics discussed in the other workshops?
	Metaplan methodology

	1 h
	Planning
	

	30 min
	Social Watch Advocacy Strategy on FfD and the Financial Crisis 2010-2011:

- key events

- key objectives

- key activities
	Moderated discussion

	30 min
	Workplan and working methods of a Social Watch Thematic Task Team on FfD and the Financial Crisis:

- composition/membership 

- forms of communication (mailing list etc.)

- activities (research, advocacy etc.)/meetings/output 2010-2011

- division of labour: SW representation in other networks (e.g. Global Social Economy Group)
	Moderated discussion
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