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Mont evi deo, Septenber 13, 2006
Sefior Rodri go de Rato
Managi ng Director, International Mpnetary Fund

M. Paul Wlfowtz,
Presi dent, Wrld Bank

Estimdo Sr. Rato, dear M. Wl fow tz,

In a fewhours | will be taking a plane in order to attend the
annual neetings of the global financial institutions that you
chair. Attending those neetings as a civil society
representative is sonething that I have done on severa
occasions in the past. Yet, traveling today is not an honor or a
pl easur abl e occasion for me, as | amuncertain about ny being
wel comed in the host country, about ny ability to conduct there
my job of observing the neeting and engagi ng i n neani ngful

di al ogues with the financial authorities of the world and, | ast
but not |east, nmy own personal security.

As you certainly know, several colleagues from NG and a
journalist also duly accredited to attend the neetings have been
deported by the host country or are being denied access to it,
by a unilateral and arbitrary decision of |local authorities in
an outrageous violation of the host country agreement. | have
heard t hat you have conpl ai ned about those procedures, but | am
stunned by your inability to ensure the integrity of the

nmeeti ngs over which you will be presiding. Each and every one of
t he t housands of people attending the annual neetings has a role
to play, be they finance mnisters, international public
servants, journalists or hunble del egates from grassroots
organi zations. If a single one of themis barred fromentry, the
whol e machinery is questioned. If one voice is silenced or

t hreat ened today, who can ensure anybody, including yourselves,
will be speaking freely tonorrow, when key decisions affecting
mllions of people living in poverty will be nmade?

G ven the serious erosion of the credibility of your

organi zations that the non-conpliance with the host-country
agreenent inplies, | amconvinced that you should consi der

post poni ng the whol e event and noving it to a nore conveni ent

| ocation. The inconveni ence would be small conpared with the
power ful nessage that gesture would send in defense of denocracy
and Human Ri ghts. You woul d have an opportunity to amend the

m st ake of havi ng comrended as “nost friendly to business” a
country where basic rights are not respected and where not even
the comm tnent nade to you to treat your invitees respectfully



hol ds nore value than the paper it was signed on. O will you
all ow, even encourage, the public to think that what is good for
busi ness may not be good for the ordinary citizens? That trust
and rul e-abi dance, which is supposed to be the basis of sound
finances can be openly violated in the face of the very
institutions that hold the global public trust in world
financial matters?

I have been invited to join a boycott and not attend your
meetings. | amreluctant to do so, since nmy reason to attend
themis, precisely, to publicly launch the Social Watch report
2006 on the international financial architecture, which presents
the findings of citizens’ coalitions in over 50 countries as to
why the global financial architecture is not working for the
poor and how to redesign it. Waile ny own personal inclination
is to side with ny NGO and journalist colleagues suffering
political persecution, ny obligation is to voice the concerns of
the constituencies that mandated ne to bring their findings to
you and discuss themw th your representatives. Not doing so
woul d add self-censorship to the censorship already happening
and which | believe (not naively, | hope) you still have the
time and the power to avoid.

I would like to end this letter wishing you all success in the
rel evant substantial agenda of your Boards of Governors neetings
in the com ng days, which is the historic task of hel ping
finance the struggle out of poverty of billions of wonen and
men. Yet for that success to be at all possible your i mediate
action to make your own rules and credibility respected is
needed.

In doing so, you will be recognized even by your harshest
critics. Being perceived as acconplices of their censorship wll
not do you or the institutions that you | ead any favor.

Yours sincerely,
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Roberto Bissio
Coor di nat or
Soci al Wat ch



