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The thematic area tables present the 
statistical information available for 
each indicator.  

1.  Current situation in the area:  
Illustrates the current situation of the 
countries in the corresponding dimen-
sion through a summarizing measure-
ment that evaluates countries based 
on their performance on the set of in-
dicators included for which informa-
tion is available (see box “Methodo-
logical notes: Thematic tables”). The 
different categories are colour coded 
(see References: 7).The categories 
are: Better situation, Above average, 
Below average, Worse situation.

2.  Evolution in the area: Presents 
the evolution of country situations as 
an average of the evolution in indica-
tors for which sufficient information 
is available (see box “Methodological 
notes: Thematic tables”). The catego-
ries are indicated by symbols (see 7). 
Categories are: Major regression, Re-
gression, Stagnant, Slight progress, 
Significant progress.

3.  Basic Capabilities Index (BCI) 
value: Presents the values of the 
BCI for each country, a measure-
ment designed by Social Watch that 
evaluates country status with regard 
to the basic conditions of develop-
ment (for more information, see the 
box “Technical notes: BCI design in 
countries” in the “Basic Capabilities 
Index 2008” article in this Report). 
Countries with the highest BCI scores 
are listed first. 

4.  Indicator: Each thematic area in-
cludes indicators that are pertinent to 
evaluating the dimension in question 
and for which information is available 
from a large number of countries. This 
makes it possible to visualize the situ-
ation in each country while compar-
ing the distances between them. The 
definitions of each indicator can be 
found on the right or at the foot of the 
corresponding table (see 8).
5.  Current situation: This column 
presents the latest data available for 
each country according to the source 
consulted. These figures allow us to 

evaluate and compare the present 
situation in the countries of the world. 
Given that in many cases, the latest 
available figures are not up to date, it is 
important to take into account the time 
period to which the data correspond.

6.  Evolution: Based on current and 
initial data,1 the rate of progress or 
regression over the intervening time 
period is calculated for each country 
with reference to the evolution of all of 
the countries in this indicator (see box 
“Methodological notes: Thematic ta-
bles”). The result is expressed graphi-
cally (see 7), facilitating the reading 
and evaluation of performance in  
the indicator during this period. The 
categories are: Major regression, Re-
gression, Stagnant, Slight progress, 
Significant progress.

1	  Initial data or starting point: Presents the 
available information from as close as 
possible to 1990 (the year that is taken 
as the starting point in the international 
commitments that set quantitative goals in 
different aspects of social development). 

7.  Value reached in the index: 
Presents the value resulting from add-
ing the reached values in each dimen-
sion and dividing by the total number 
of data dimensions.

8.  References: Shows the catego-
ries of the Current situation in 
a country in the area and the Recent 
evolution for each indicator and for 
the whole area. These variables are 
constructed by Social Watch to facili-
tate the evaluation of countries in each 
area based on the information avail-
able (see box “Methodological notes: 
Thematic tables”). 

9.  Definitions, Notes and Sources: 
The definition of each indicator as well 
as the source(s) of the information 
used are provided on the right side or 
at the foot of the corresponding table. 
The information used for the indica-
tors is obtained from recognized inter-
national organizations that compile the 
statistics produced by the countries. 
Notes have been added with informa-
tion needed to read the tables. 
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Summary:

current 
Situation 

(colour)

recent evolution 
(arrow-icon)

CountrieS 

(Basic Capabilities index  
value, 0-100)

tuBerCuloSiS  
(cases  

per 100,000  
people)

PeoPle  
living  

with hiv/AiDS  
(15-49 years old, %)

infAnt  
mortAlity  
(per 1,000  
live births)

unDer-5  
mortAlity  
(per 1,000  
live births)

value

g Slovenia (99) 12.9 g 0.1 f 3 h 4 h 5
g Solomon islands (—) 127.8 g 53 d 90
g Somalia (48) 248.7 g 0.5 g 88 d 145 h 121
g South africa (89) 948.2 d 18.1 f 46 g 69 h 270
f Spain (100) 29.6 f 0.5 f 4 h 4 h 10
f Sri lanka (96) 60.5 g 17 f 13 h 30
g St Kitts and nevis (95) 9.3 g 16 g 19 h 15
g St lucia (98) 14.3 g 0.6 14 f 14 h 11
g St vincent and Grenadines (95) 24.7 g 17 h 20 h 21
g Sudan (70) 243.3 g 1.4 d 69 f 89 h 101
f Suriname (82) 116.3 f 2.4 f 27 g 39 h 46
e Swaziland (80) 1198 f 26.1 g 66 g 164 h 364
f Sweden (100) 6 f 0.1 g 3 h 4 f 3
f Switzerland (97) 6.1 f 0.6 f 4 h 5 h 4
f Syria (95) 23.6 15 f 13 g 17
g tajikistan (89) 230.7 g 0.3 f 57 e 68 h 89
g tanzania (73) 297.4 g 6.2 e 73 d 118 h 124
g thailand (96) 142.3 g 1.4 f 6 g 8 h 39
g timor-leste (56) 322 g 77 f 55 h 151
g togo (68) 429.2 g 3.3 f 65 g 107 h 151
g tonga (96) 24 g 19 d 24 h 22
d trinidad and tobago (95) 11.2 f 1.5 g 31 g 38 h 20
d tunisia (95) 26 g 0.1 g 18 g 23 h 17
g turkey (92) 29.6 g 21 g 26 h 26
g turkmenistan (88) 68.5 g 0.1 f 45 h 51 h 41
g tuvalu (89) 30 d 38 h 34
g uganda (59) 329.6 g 5.4 g 82 f 134 h 138
g uklraine (99) 101.5 g 1.6 f 20 h 24 h 37
g united arab emirates (100) 15.8 g 7 g 7 g 10
f united Kingdom (99) 15.3 f 0.2 f 5 h 6 h 7
f united States of america (98) 4.2 f 0.6 f 7 f 7 g 5
g uruguay (98) 22.3 g 0.6 f 12 f 15 f 12

uS virgin islands (—) 10.1 10
g uzbekistan (93) 112.6 g 0.1 g 36 g 44 e 48
f vanuatu (87) 77.1 f 28 g 36 h 47
e venezuela (94) 33.6 g 17 g 21 24
g vietnam (93) 171.2 g 0.5 f 13 g 17 h 50
e West Bank and Gaza (—) 19.9 24 f 22
g Yemen (59) 76.5 g 55 g 100 h 77
g Zambia (71) 506.1 g 15.2 d 103 h 182 h 202
f Zimbabwe (77) 782.1 f 15.3 g 59 g 85 g 235
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Definition of inDiCAtorS:

tuberculosis (cases per 100,000 people): total number 
of tuberculosis cases reported to the World Health 
organization per 100,000 people. a tuberculosis case 
is defined as a patient in whom tuberculosis has been 
bacteriologically confirmed or diagnosed by a clinician.

People living with hiv/AiDS (15-49 years old, %): 
Percentage of adults (15-49 years) living with Hiv/aiDS.

infant mortality (per 1,000 live births): number of infants 
dying before reaching one year of age, per 1,000 live births 
in a given year.

under-5 mortality (per 1,000 live births): Probability of dying 
between birth and exactly five years of age expressed per 1,000 
live births.

Methodological notes and guidelines at the end  
of the section. 

note: 

1. evolution: evolution of indicators obtained by re-escalating 
those values resulting from the relative rate of variation among 
the following ranks:  
Minor than -5: significant progress; Between  -5 and -1: slight 
progress; Between -1 and 1: stagnant; Between 1 a 5:  
regression; Larger than 5: significant regression. 

this rate is obtained from the following operation:  
(2009 value – 2008 value/ 2008 value)*100

2. value reached by the index: the value results from adding 
the values calculated for each dimension and dividing the 
result by the total number of dimensions presenting data. 

3. Stagnant evolution: in those indicators showing stagnant 
evolution in all their values, said evolution responds to lack of 
updating, being reproduced those values registered in 2008.

SourCe: World Development indicators 2009, World Bank  
(www.worldbank.org). 
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Summary:

current 
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(colour)

recent evolution 
(arrow-icon)

CountrieS 

(Basic Capabilities index  
value, 0-100)

tuBerCuloSiS  
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per 100,000  
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PeoPle  
living  

with hiv/AiDS  
(15-49 years old, %)

infAnt  
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(per 1,000  
live births)

unDer-5  
mortAlity  
(per 1,000  
live births)

value

f afghanistan (47) 168.3 g 165 h 254 d 196
g albania (96) 16.9 g 13 g 16 g 15
d algeria (96) 56.6 e 0.1 f 33 h 34 g 31

american Samoa (—) 5 5
f andorra (93) 18.9 f 3 h 3 h 8
g angola (58) 286.5 g 2.1 g 116 g 243 g 162
g antigua and Barbuda (94) 5.5 10 h 10 g 9
g argentina (98) 30.8 g 0.5 f 15 f 15 g 15
g armenia (95) 72.3 g 0.1 g 22 e 21 g 29
g australia (99) 6.2 g 0.2 f 5 h 5 g 4
f austria (99) 12.4 f 0.2 f 4 h 4 g 5
g azerbaijan (96) 77.1 g 0.2 f 34 g 84 d 49
e Bahamas (99) 44.2 f 3 f 12 g 12 g 18
g Bahrain (99) 40.5 g 9 h 11 f 20
g Bangladesh (56) 222.5 g 47 g 65 g 112
g Barbados (98) 3.6 g 1.2 d 11 h 12 h 7
g Belarus (100) 61 g 0.2 g 12 h 7 g 20
f Belgium (98) 11.8 f 0.2 f 4 h 5 f 5
g Belize (92) 40 g 2.1 h 22 f 14 g 20
g Benin (77) 90.9 g 1.2 g 78 g 149 h 80

Bermuda (—) 3.7 4
f Bhutan (79) 246 f 0.1 f 56 g 65 g 92
g Bolivia (79) 154.6 g 0.2 f 48 d 60 d 66
g Bosnia and Herzegovina (98) 51.1 g 0.1 f 13 h 12 g 19
f Botswana (90) 731.4 f 23.9 e 33 g 119 d 227
g Brazil (90) 48 g 0.6 f 20 f 18 g 22
g Brunei Darussalam (99) 59 g 8 h 8 g 25
f Bulgaria (97) 38.8 g 10 g 12 g 20
g Burkina Faso (71) 226.2 g 1.6 g 104 g 203 h 134
h Burma/Myanmar (73) 170.9 e 0.7 g 74 h 104 h 87
g Burundi (61) 367 g 2 g 108 h 175 d 163
g cambodia (66) 495.1 g 0.8 g 70 f 75 g 160
g cameroon (77) 191.7 g 5.1 e 87 h 142 d 106
e canada (99) 5.1 f 0.4 f 5 h 5 g 4
g cape verde (93) 150.5 g 24 d 32 g 69

cayman islands (—) 3.7 4
g central african republic (65) 345.1 g 6.3 g 113 d 174 h 160
g chad (44) 298.7 g 3.5 f 124 h 204 d 158
g chile (99) 12.3 g 0.3 f 8 h 8 g 7
g china (95) 98.3 g 0.1 f 19 d 27 f 36
g colombia (94) 35.4 g 0.6 f 17 h 17 g 18
g comoros (79) 42 g 0.1 g 49 d 63 g 39
g congo Dr (68) 391.7 g 108 g 193 g 231
g congo, rep. (76) 403.1 g 3.5 g 79 h 121 d 152
g cook islands (98) 16 h 16
g costa rica (93) 11 g 0.4 f 10 g 11 g 8
g côte d'ivoire   (74) 420.5 g 3.9 g 89 d 106 g 155
g croatia (100) 40.3 g 0.1 f 5 h 6 h 13

complete table at: www.socialwatch.org/statistics2009
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e regression
f Major regression
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   Worse situation
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