How to read the Social Watch tables
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The thematic area tables present the
statistical information available for
each indicator.

1. Current situation in the area:
lllustrates the current situation of the
countries inthe corresponding dimen-
sion through a summarizing measure-
ment that evaluates countries based
on their performance on the set of in-
dicators included for which informa-
tion is available (see box “Methodo-
logical notes: Thematic tables”). The
different categories are colour coded
(see References: 7).The categories
are: Better situation, Above average,
Below average, Worse situation.

2. Evolution in the area: Presents
the evolution of country situations as
an average of the evolution in indica-
tors for which sufficient information
is available (see box “Methodological
notes: Thematic tables”). The catego-
ries are indicated by symbols (see 7).
Categories are: Major regression, Re-
gression, Stagnant, Slight progress,
Significant progress.

3. Basic Capabilities Index (BCI)
value: Presents the values of the
BCI for each country, a measure-
ment designed by Social Watch that
evaluates country status with regard
to the basic conditions of develop-
ment (for more information, see the
box “Technical notes: BCI design in
countries” in the “Basic Capabilities
Index 2008 article in this Report).
Countries with the highest BCI scores
are listed first.

4. Indicator: Each thematic area in-
cludes indicators that are pertinent to
evaluating the dimension in question
and for which information is available
fromalarge number of countries. This
makes it possible to visualize the situ-
ation in each country while compar-
ing the distances between them. The
definitions of each indicator can be
found on the right or at the foot of the
corresponding table (see 8).

5. Current situation: This column
presents the latest data available for
each country according to the source
consulted. These figures allow us to

evaluate and compare the present
situation in the countries of the world.
Given that in many cases, the latest
available figures are not up to date, itis
important to take into account the time
period to which the data correspond.

6. Evolution: Based on current and
initial data, the rate of progress or
regression over the intervening time
period is calculated for each country
with reference to the evolution of all of
the countries in this indicator (see box
“Methodological notes: Thematic ta-
bles”). The result is expressed graphi-
cally (see 7), facilitating the reading
and evaluation of performance in
the indicator during this period. The
categories are: Major regression, Re-
gression, Stagnant, Slight progress,
Significant progress.

1 Initial data or starting point: Presents the
available information from as close as
possible to 1990 (the year that is taken
as the starting point in the international
commitments that set quantitative goals in
different aspects of social development).
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7. Value reached in the index:
Presents the value resulting from add-
ing the reached values in each dimen-
sion and dividing by the total number
of data dimensions.

8. References: Shows the catego-
ries of the CURRENT SITUATION in
acountry in the area and the RECENT
EVOLUTION for each indicator and for
the whole area. These variables are
constructed by Social Watch to facili-
tate the evaluation of countries in each
area based on the information avail-
able (see box “Methodological notes:
Thematic tables”).

9. Definitions, Notes and Sources:
The definition of each indicator as well
as the source(s) of the information
used are provided on the right side or
at the foot of the corresponding table.
The information used for the indica-
tors is obtained from recognized inter-
national organizations that compile the
statistics produced by the countries.
Notes have been added with informa-
tion needed to read the tables.





