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FOREWORD

The end is near. It's now past midpoint to the MDG final accounting in 2015.

But the government might not deliver on its promise. Already it’s been missing on the most crucial

MDG targets in education, health, and environment which matter most to the poor and excluded
Filipinos. And where progress has been made---eg reduction of infant mortality or expansion of
forest cover---the claims remain contested. To avert failure, there has to be a dramatic change in
policies, in the institutions that implement them, in the way the country is being governed.

Such is the central message of this alternative midterm review of MDG progress led by Social
Watch Philippines. This conclusion contrasts sharply with the optimistic government report.
In each of the articles and cases the writer tries to gather and analyze the available data, make
conclusion about the many facets of poverty and inequality and suggest what might be done to
improve the situation.

The alternative report describes the growing social insecurity in the whole country, in the prov-
inces, in key sectors.

Social security means enjoyment of human rights and enlargement of freedoms consistent with
the Millennium Declaration. It means assuring the basic needs of everyone---in food, jobs and
livelihoods, health, education, shelter. It means securing the wellbeing of women and children,
the young and the old, the rights of indigenous peoples and minority populations, the health of
our environment, peace and development for all.

Against such standards the MDGs is a set of minimalist goals, a relatively low bar for a middle
income country like the Philippines. The attainment of all the goals, and not just a fraction of
each of them, would simply set a basic minimum condition for aspiring toward a higher level of
well-being and social security.

There’s no excuse why government would fail to deliver.

The Editor
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