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“We recognize that education, knowledge, information and
communication are at the core of human progress, endeavour
and well-being… The rapid progress of these technologies opens
completely new opportunities to attain higher levels of
development.”

World Summit on the Information Society, 2003.

INFORMATION, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY: The governments of the world agreed on...

“Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression;
this right includes freedom to hold opinions without interference
and to seek, receive, and impart information and ideas through
any media and regardless of frontiers.”

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 19, 1948.
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HUMAN RIGHTS:
The right to information, research and
professional training is enshrined in:

INTERNATIONAL COMMITMENTS:
Information, communication and research are considered in:

World Summit for Social Development - Commitment 6
Millennium Development Goals - Goal 8CEDAW - Art. 10 & 14

CRC - Art. 17 & 28
UDHR - Art. 19 & 27
CERD - Art. 5
CESCR - Art. 13 & 15
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Note: Figure 0 means a value under 0.5
Data source year: A: 1986; B: 1987; C: 1988; D: 1989; F: 1991;
G: 1992; H: 1993; I: 1994; J: 1995; K: 1996; L: 1997; M: 1998;
N: 1999; O: 2000; P: 2001; Q: 2002; R: 2003; S: 2004.

g Significant progress
d Slight progress
h Stagnant
e Slight regression
f Significant regression

4 Countries in better situation
3 Countries above average
2 Countries below average
1 Countries in worse situation
— Countries with insufficient data
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— Afghanistan — 0 Q 1 d 2 2 h

1 Albania 76 0 J 24 d 2K 12Q d 12 90 d

1 Algeria 69 0 I 26 d 1 9 d 32 71 d

— Andorra — 96 R

1 Angola — 0 K 11 d 1 L 3 d 7 6 h

— Antigua and Barbuda — 21 J 250 g 254 474 g

2 Argentina 53 0 G 133 d 7 96 d 93 227 g 350 C 720R d 4.3 5.6 d 0.4 0.4 f

2 Armenia 51 0 I 50 d 3 L 66 d 158 192 d 1747 L 1537R e 0.2 L 0.3 Q h

4 Australia 28 6 646 g 150 682 g 456 541 d 3361 K 3670Q d 6.9 5.4 f 1.7 1.6 Q f

4 Austria 6 1 477 g 65 418 g 418 460 d 2313 M 2968Q g 5.9 5.1 e 1.6 2.2 h

1 Azerbaijan 103 0 I 49 d 18 87 118 d 1363 L 1236Q e 0.2 0.3 Q h

— Bahamas 60 10 J 292 g 274 439 g

3 Bahrain 25 3 J 213 g 50 J 169 g 191 268 d

1 Bangladesh 159 0 L 2 d 0 L 12 d 2 6 d 50 H 51 J h 2.1 2.9 d

4 Barbados 37 0 J 558 g 57 J 126 d 281 505 g

2 Belarus 37 0 I 163 g 154 329 g 2283 K 1871Q f 1.0 0.6 Q f

4 Belgium 6 0 403 g 88 348 g 393 456 d 2470 K 3478 g 6.1 5.3 e 1.8 2.3 h

2 Belize 89 0 J 124 d 28 J 132Q g 92 119 d

1 Benin 126 0 K 12 d 0 J 4 d 3 9 d 174 D

3 Bermuda — 68 J 609 g 324 J 529Q g 617 871Q g 0.1 L

1 Bhutan 139 1 N 22 d 3M 12 d 3 33 d

1 Bolivia 110 1 J 39 d 2 F 36 d 27 69 d 74 M 120Q d 4.4 5.6 d 0.3 0.3 Q f

2 Bosnia and Herzegovina — 0 K 58 d 45Q 152 G 239R g

1 Botswana 88 1 J 34 d 6 I 45 d 18 77 d

2 Brazil 82 0 F 120 d 3 105 d 63 230 g 344O 5.6 6.3 d 0.8 1.0 h

2 Brunei Darussalam 47 10 J 153 d 11G 85 d 136 252R g 283 Q 274R e

2 Bulgaria 41 0 H 283 g 11G 59 d 250 357 g 1793 K 1263 f 3.9 3.8 h 0.5 0.5 f

1 Burkina Faso 132 0 K 4 d 0 2 h 2 6 d 16 K 17 L h 0.2 L

1 Burundi 156 0 K 3 d 1O 5 d 1 3R h 21 D

1 Cambodia 153 0 L 3 d 0 J 3 d 0 3R h

1 Cameroon 134 0 L 10 d 2 J 10 d 3 7 d 4.7 5.1 h

4 Canada 28 4 626 g 104 700 g 550 634R g 3059 K 3597Q g 6.2 5.4 e 1.7 1.9 h

1 Cape Verde 89 2 L 50 d 4 L 97 g 23 148 g 47 O 127Q d

1 Central African Republic — 0 K 2 d 1M 3 d 2 3 h 55 47K h

1 Chad 162 0 L 6 d 1M 2 h 1 1 h

2 Chile 22 0 G 267 g 9 133 d 66 206 g 310 D 444R d 6.0 5.8 h 0.6 0.6 h
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Note: Figure 0 means a value under 0.5
Data source year: A: 1986; B: 1987; C: 1988; D: 1989; F: 1991;
G: 1992; H: 1993; I: 1994; J: 1995; K: 1996; L: 1997; M: 1998;
N: 1999; O: 2000; P: 2001; Q: 2002; R: 2003; S: 2004.
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2 China 81 0 H 73 d 0 41 d 6 241 g 445K 663R d 3.7 4.4 d 0.6 1.3 d

2 Colombia 93 1 I 80 d 9G 67 d 69 195 g 83K 109R d 8.5 8.3 h 0.3 0.2P f

1 Comoros 129 0 M 14 d 0 9 d 8 23R d

— Congo, Dem. Rep. — 0 K 1Q h 1 0 h

1 Congo, Rep. — 0 K 9 d 3M 4 d 6 4 e 47K 30O e

3 Costa Rica 54 0 G 235 g 68 L 238 g 92 316 g 530C 368N e 6.9 7.8 d 0.3 0.4O h

1 Côte d’Ivoire 133 0 J 17 d 1 K 15 d 6 13 d

3 Croatia 33 1 H 293 g 16 F 190 g 172 425 g 1036M 1296R d 1.0N 1.1 h

1 Cuba 28 0 J 13 d 5 L 27 d 32 68 d 1145D 537R f 0.4 0.6 h

3 Cyprus 17 1 G 361 g 7 301 g 361 507 g 309M 563R d 0.2M 0.3P h

3 Czech Republic 26 6 H 470 g 12 240 g 157 338 g 1256K 1594 d 7.6 6.0 f 1.0 1.3 h

4 Denmark 6 1 696 g 115 656 g 566 643 d 3181K 5016 g 6.2 5.6 e 1.9 2.5Q d

1 Djibouti 114 0 J 12 d 2 27 d 10 14 d

3 Dominica 75 5 J 259 g 70N 126 d 161 293 g

1 Dominican Republic 100 0 J 91 d 0Q 48 107 d

1 Ecuador 109 0 G 48 d 2 F 56 d 48 124 d 85K 50R e 2.9 3.6 d 0.1 0.1 f

1 Egypt 94 0 H 54 d 3 I 32 d 29 130 g 469 493 F d 1.0 1.4 h 0.2 0.2O f

1 El Salvador 115 1 K 87 d 16N 44 d 24 131 g 15K 47O d 0.1M

1 Equatorial Guinea 154 0 L 10 d 2M 14 d 4 20R d

1 Eritrea 141 0 L 12 d 2N 4 d 4G 9 d

3 Estonia 28 1 G 497 g 71 K 921 g 204 329 g 2140K 2523 d 0.5 0.8 h

1 Ethiopia 161 0 J 2 h 1M 3 d 2 6R d

— Faeroe Island — 646 419R

2 Fiji 61 0 H 73 d 40M 52 d 59 122R d 50A

4 Finland 1 4 629 g 100 481 g 535 453 f 5153 L 7992R g 7.5 6.6 e 2.5 3.5 d

4 France 26 1 414 g 71 487 g 495 561 d 2649K 3213R g 6.4 5.6 e 2.3 2.2 f

3 French Polynesia — 1 K 241 g 222N 309 g 195 215R d

1 Gabon 106 0 L 29 d 1H 29 d 22 28 d

1 Gambia 138 0 J 33 d 0 I 16 d 7 27Q d

1 Georgia 78 0 J 39 d 21N 42 d 99 151 d 3336K 2600Q f 0.3 0.3Q f

4 Germany 6 1 500 g 82 561 g 401 661 g 2810K 3261 d 6.1 5.5 e 2.2 2.5 h

1 Ghana 142 0 J 17 d 0 5 d 3 14 d

2 Greece 6 0 F 177 d 17 89 d 389 466 d 1014 L 1413 d 4.5 4.2 h 0.5L 0.6P h

4 Greenland — 1 I 667 g 108 J 302 F 448Q g

2 Grenada 83 3 K 76 d 100M 151 d 162 309 g

— Guam — 3 I 474 g 292 506P g 167 F

1 Guatemala 131 0 J 61 d 1H 19 d 21 92 d 103C

1 Guinea 140 0 I 5 d 1 J 5 d 2 3R h 251O

— Guinea-Bissau 151 0 L 17 d 6 7R h

2 Guyana 108 1 K 193 g 27M 36 d 22 137 g

— Haiti — 0 K 59 d 7 17 d

1 Honduras 130 0 J 32 d 3 L 16 d 18 53 d 75O 78R h 4.2 4.7 d 0.1O 0.0 f

4 Hong Kong (China) — 1 F 506 g 46 608 g 434 549 g 93 J 1564Q g 7.2 8.7 g 0.4M 0.6Q h

3 Hungary 35 0 F 267 g 10 146 d 96 354 g 1009K 1472 d 7.3 5.9 f 0.7 0.9 h

4 Iceland 1 5 F 772 g 39 472 g 512 652 g 4914 L 6807 g 1.9L 3.1 g

1 India 128 0 G 32 d 0 12 d 6 41 d 157K 119M e 3.6 3.8 h 0.5 0.8O h

1 Indonesia 102 0 I 67 d 1 14 d 6 46 d 130A 2.5 3.1 d

2 Iran, Islamic Rep. 80 0 I 82 d 14 I 110 d 40 219R g 590 I 467P e 1.5 2.2 d

1 Iraq 121 0 P 1 d 8Q 38 37 h

3 Ireland 17 1 F 265 g 86 494 g 280 496 g 1765K 2674 g 5.7 3.7 f 1.3 1.1Q f

4 Israel 17 1 471 g 64 741 g 349 441 g 1431K 1613 L g 8.2 7.8 h 2.9 4.9 g

3 Italy 40 0 501 g 37 315 g 394 451 d 1332K 1213R e 4.8 4.0 e 1.0 1.2Q h

2 Jamaica 73 0 I 403 g 3 I 63 d 44 189 g 8A 10.3 11.8 d 0.1Q

4 Japan 1 0 587 g 60 542 g 441 460 d 4907K 5287R d 8.4 7.6 e 2.8 3.1 h

2 Jordan 42 0 J 110 d 7 I 55 d 78 113 d 1927M 8.8 8.4 h

1 Kazakhstan 54 0 I 27 d 82 167 d 931K 629Q f 0.3L 0.2P f

1 Kenya — 0 J 45 d 0 13 d 7 9 h 2.8 2.9 h

1 Kiribati — 6 M 20 d 7M 10 d 17 47Q d

g Significant progress
d Slight progress
h Stagnant
e Slight regression
f Significant regression

4 Countries in better situation
3 Countries above average
2 Countries below average
1 Countries in worse situation
— Countries with insufficient data
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Note: Figure 0 means a value under 0.5
Data source year: A: 1986; B: 1987; C: 1988; D: 1989; F: 1991;
G: 1992; H: 1993; I: 1994; J: 1995; K: 1996; L: 1997; M: 1998;
N: 1999; O: 2000; P: 2001; Q: 2002; R: 2003; S: 2004.
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— Korea, Dem. Rep. — 25 44R d

4 Korea, Rep. 6 0 657 g 37 545 g 310 542 g 2190K 3187R g 6.8 6.5 h 2.4 2.6 h

2 Kuwait 92 2 J 244 g 4 183 g 156 202 d 109 L 69Q e 1.7 1.5 h 0.2L 0.2Q f

1 Kyrgyzstan — 1 M 52 d 5O 17 d 71 79R d 566K 406Q e 0.2L 0.2Q h

1 Lao PDR 155 0 M 4 d 1 K 4 d 2 13 d

3 Latvia 37 8 K 350 g 3 I 217 g 232 273 d 1154K 1434 d 0.4 0.4 f

2 Lebanon 56 1 J 169 g 13 I 113 d 144 178 d

1 Lesotho 137 0 K 24 d 8 21 d 42Q 0.0Q

— Liberia 145 0 L 0P h 4 2Q h

1 Libya — 1 N 36 d 24Q 51 133R g 361O

— Liechtenstein — 647 588
3 Lithuania 35 3 K 282 g 5 I 155 g 211 239 d 2091K 2136 d 0.5 0.7 h

4 Luxembourg 49 2 G 597 g 373 K 653 g 481 800R g 3781O 4301R g 1.7O 1.8 h

2 Macao (China) — 0 I 328 g 137N 284 g 250 380 g 27N 41O d

2 Macedonia, FYR 62 0 J 78 d 36 P 69 d 150 308 g 1333 J 0.4L 0.3Q f

1 Madagascar 144 0 K 5 d 1 L 5 d 3 3R h 14M 15O h 0.2L 0.1O f

1 Malawi 148 0 L 4 d 1M 2 h 3 7 d

2 Malaysia 73 0 G 397 g 8 197 g 89 179 g 91K 299Q d 7.5 6.7 e 0.2 0.7Q h

2 Maldives 113 2 K 59 d 12 J 112 d 29 98 d

1 Mali 143 0 K 4 d 0 J 3 d 1 6 d

3 Malta 17 2 J 750 g 14 314 g 356 522R g 96C 694R d 0.1N 0.3 h

1 Marshall Islands 95 0 K 33 d 0 82 d 11 76R d

1 Mauritania 120 0 L 5 d 6 K 14 d 3 13R d

2 Mauritius 33 2 K 146 g 4 279 g 53 287 g 184D 201 L d 0.3L 0.4 h

1 Mexico 85 0 F 135 d 8 108 d 64 174 g 211K 268Q d 3.1 3.0 h 0.3 0.4Q h

— Micronesia, Fed. Sts. — 3 K 109 d 25 109 d

1 Moldova 63 0 I 96 d 2 J 27 d 106 205 g 253K 172Q e 0.8L

— Monaco — 676M

1 Mongolia 70 0 J 80 d 3 J 124 g 32 56R d 598K 681Q d 0.2L 0.3Q h

1 Morocco 112 0 J 117 d 2H 21 d 17 44 d 872M 782Q e 5.4 5.5 h 0.3M 0.6Q h

1 Mozambique 150 0 K 7 d 1 K 6 d 4 4R h

1 Myanmar 136 0 N 1 d 1N 6 d 2 8 d

1 Namibia 98 0 J 37 d 12 K 109 g 38 64 d

1 Nepal 157 0 J 7 d 0H 4 d 3 15 d 59Q 0.7Q

4 Netherlands 6 3 614 g 94 682 g 464 483 d 2285K 2482 d 6.9 6.2 e 2.0 1.8Q f

— Netherlands Antilles — 3 K 11N d 247 461P g

— New Caledonia — 0 J 304 g 169 232 d 503A

4 New Zealand 6 3 G 788 g 95 F 474 g 426 443 d 1419D 3405P g 11.4 9.3 f 1.1L 1.2 h

1 Nicaragua 127 0 I 23 d 7H 37 d 12 40 d 203B 44Q e 0.1L 0.0Q f

1 Niger 158 0 K 2 d 0 L 1 h 1 2 h

1 Nigeria 146 0 K 14 d 4H 7 d 3 8 d 15B

4 Norway 1 7 390 g 145 F 573 g 503 669 g 2876D 4587R g 5.7 5.0 e 1.6L 1.7 h

2 Oman 48 4 L 97 d 2 47 d 57 95 d

1 Pakistan 152 0 J 13 d 1 5R d 8 30 d 65C 86Q h 6.6 7.1 d 0.2L 0.2Q h

2 Panama 86 0 I 94 d 26M 41 d 90 118 d 115K 97R e 9.0 9.3 h 0.3 0.3 h

1 Papua New Guinea 122 0 K 29 d 40M 64 d 7 12 d

1 Paraguay 107 0 K 25 d 10M 59 d 27 50 d 86P 79Q e 0.1Q

2 Peru 101 0 I 117 d 15 J 98 d 26 74 d 229K 226 L e 6.9 6.7 h 0.1L 0.1 h

1 Philippines 117 0 I 54 d 3 45 d 10 42 d 156G 4.5 6.4 g

3 Poland 22 0 F 236 g 8 193 g 86 322R g 1358K 1581 d 4.2 4.3 h 0.7 0.6 f

2 Portugal 6 1 F 281 g 26 133 d 240 404 g 1255K 1949R g 4.4 4.3 h 0.6 0.9Q h

— Puerto Rico — 0 I 221 g 278 285 d

3 Qatar 57 2 J 212 g 49 I 171 g 197 246 d 591A

2 Romania 65 0 H 208 g 2 113 d 102 202 g 2577D 976 f 3.1 2.6 e 0.7 0.4 f

2 Russian Federation — 0 G 111 d 3 132 d 140 256R g 3799K 3319 f 3.5 3.3 h 1.0 1.3 h

— Rwanda 160 0 K 4 d 1 3 h 30A

1 Samoa 50 2 L 33 d 1 J 7Q d 25 73R d

4 San Marino — 536 857 739R

g Significant progress
d Slight progress
h Stagnant
e Slight regression
f Significant regression

4 Countries in better situation
3 Countries above average
2 Countries below average
1 Countries in worse situation
— Countries with insufficient data
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Note: Figure 0 means a value under 0.5
Data source year: A: 1986; B: 1987; C: 1988; D: 1989; F: 1991;
G: 1992; H: 1993; I: 1994; J: 1995; K: 1996; L: 1997; M: 1998;
N: 1999; O: 2000; P: 2001; Q: 2002; R: 2003; S: 2004.

Source:
World Development Indicators 2006,
World Bank (www.worldbank.org).

UDHR: Universal Declaration of Human Rights
CERD: International Convention on the Elimination

of All Forms of Racial Discrimination
CESCR: International Covenant on Economic, Social

and Cultural Rights
CEDAW: Convention on the Elimination of All Forms

of Discrimination against Women
CRC: Convention on the Rights of the Child

— Sao Tomé and Principe 116 3 M 131 g 19 47 R d

2 Saudi Arabia 67 0 J 66 d 23 354 g 75 154 d 2.4 2.2 h

1 Senegal 124 0 J 42 d 2 21 d 6 21 R d 7.2 7.5 h

2 Serbia and Montenegro — 2 K 147 g 12 H 48 d 160 330 g 1337 F 1031 Q e

2 Seychelles — 7 K 239 g 120 M 179 d 124 253 g 19 Q

— Sierra Leone — 0 K 2 d 3 5 h

4 Singapore — 2 F 571 g 66 763 R g 346 440 g 1211 B 4745 R g 9.9 9.9 h 1.4 2.2 Q d

3 Slovakia 57 1 H 423 g 28 I 296 g 135 232 g 1862 K 1984 d 5.9 5.0 e 0.9 0.6 f

3 Slovenia 32 4 H 476 g 32 F 353 g 211 407 R g 2282 K 2543 d 1.4 1.5 Q h

1 Solomon Islands — 0 J 6 d 23 L 43 d 15 14 R h

1 Somalia — 0 K 25 d 2 Q 6 d 2 25 d

2 South Africa 96 0 F 78 d 7 82 d 94 105 R d 337 F 307 P e 7.9 7.3 e 0.8 P

3 Spain 6 0 336 g 28 257 g 325 416 g 1290 K 2195 R g 4.0 3.5 e 0.8 1.1 h

1 Sri Lanka — 0 I 14 d 0 27 d 7 51 d 176 A 181 K h 5.0 5.9 d 0.2 K

4 St. Kitts and Nevis 66 21 K 214 Q g 125 M 234 g 231 532 g

3 St. Lucia 57 3 J 336 g 0 H 159 g 127 321 Q g 493M 483 N e

1 St. Vincent and the Grenadines 63 1 J 68 d 87 M 135 d 120 161 d 172 P 179 Q d 0.2 Q

1 Sudan 110 0 L 32 d 0 I 17 d 2 29 d 227 N 263 d 0.5 N 0.3 f

1 Suriname 91 1 J 67 d 46 P 91 182 g

1 Swaziland 118 0 J 32 d 11 O 32 d 18 42 R d

4 Sweden 1 6 756 g 105 763 g 683 708 d 4163 L 5416 g 7.5 6.7 e 3.5 L 4.0 h

4 Switzerland 6 6 474 g 89 826 g 587 710 g 2452 D 3601 O g 7.8 7.0 e 2.7 2.6 O f

1 Syrian Arab Republic 97 0 L 43 d 6 I 32 d 39 143 g 29 L

1 Tajikistan 103 0 N 1 h 45 39 R e 713 G 660 H f

1 Tanzania 125 0 K 9 d 2 L 7 d 3 4 R h

1 Thailand 45 0 G 109 d 4 58 d 24 107 d 102 K 286 P d 3.5 3.6 h 0.1 0.2 Q h

1 Togo 135 0 K 37 d 3 J 29 d 3 10 R d 82 D 102 I d

1 Tonga 79 1 J 29 d 6 L 49 d 46 111 Q d 45454 J

2 Trinidad and Tobago 45 2 J 123 d 4 F 105 d 136 247 g 300 L 399 R d 0.1 0.1 h

2 Tunisia 70 0 I 84 d 3 48 d 37 121 d 703M 1013 Q g 4.8 5.3 d 0.3 0.6 Q h

2 Turkey 83 0 H 142 d 5 52 d 122 267 g 284 K 341 Q d 7.9 6.9 f 0.5 0.7 Q h

— Turkmenistan — 0 N 8 d 60 80 R d

1 Uganda 146 0 J 7 d 0 J 4 d 2 3 h 18 K 24 P h 0.5 0.8 P h

2 Ukraine 42 0 H 79 d 2 28 d 135 256 g 2887 K 1774 Q f 7.9 6.1 f 1.4 L 1.2 Q f

3 United Arab Emirates 42 1 J 321 g 30 G 116 d 224 275 d

4 United Kingdom 17 1 628 g 108 599 g 441 563 g 2501 K 2706M g 8.1 6.9 f 1.9 1.9 h

4 United States of America 22 8 630 g 217 749 g 545 606 d 3882 C 4484 N d 9.5 9.0 e 2.5 2.6 h

2 Uruguay 52 1 I 198 g 22 J 125 g 134 291 g 218 N 366 Q d 6.0 6.7 d 0.3 0.3 Q f

— Uzbekistan — 0 J 34 d 68 66 R h 1754 G

1 Vanuatu 99 1 K 36 d 7 L 14 d 17 33 d

1 Venezuela 72 0 G 89 d 10 82 d 75 128 d 185 N 236 R d 3.7 4.5 d 0.4 0.3 f

1 Viet Nam 87 0 K 71 d 0 G 13 d 1 70 d 274 J

— Virgin Islands (USA) 9 I 272 Q g 453 627 g

1 West Bank and Gaza 67 12 O 46 d 39 Q 48 d 34 G 102 d

1 Yemen 149 0 K 9 d 1 K 15 d 10 39 d

1 Zambia 123 0 I 20 d 6 M 10 d 8 8 h 45 K 51 N h 0.0 L

2 Zimbabwe 119 0 I 63 d 0 77 d 12 25 d 4.1 16.0 g

g Significant progress
d Slight progress
h Stagnant
e Slight regression
f Significant regression

4 Countries in better situation
3 Countries above average
2 Countries below average
1 Countries in worse situation
— Countries with insufficient data
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